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JOURNAL 


OF THE 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


OF THE 


STATE OF TENNESSEE 


Ta meeting of the general assembly of-the stiles of Tennessee, began 

: and held at Knoxville, on the 28th day of March, 1796, being the 
first session of said assembly, the following members appeared, produced. 
their credentials, and took their seats, via:: 

James Houston and Joseph Black, from the county of Blount. 

Robert Weakley ard Seth Lewis, from the county of Davidson. 

Joseph Conway and John Gass, from the county of Greene. 

John Cocke and Thomas Henderson, from the county of Hawkins. 

. Alexander Outlaw and Adam Peck, from the county of Jefferson. 

John Menefee and John Crawford, from the county of Knox. 

John Rhea and David Looney, from the county of Sullivan. 

Spencer Clack and Samuel Newel, from the county of Sevier. 

Stephen Cantrell and William Montgomery, from the county of Sumner. 

Thomas Johnson and William Fort, from the county of Tennessee. 

John Blair and James Stuart, from the county of Washington. 

The house proceeded to the appointment of a speaker, when James 
Stuart was unanimously chosen and conducted to the chair. 

It was moved by Mr. Rhea, and seconded by Mr. Fort, that the mem- 
bers of this house take the oath as prescribed by the constitution ; and 
also the following oath, viz : ) 

I A. B. do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be). that I will 
support the constitution of the state of Tennessee. i 

It was then moved by Mr. Outlaw, seconded by Mr. Fort, that the house 
appoint a clerk, when Thomas H. Williams was unanimously chesen, and 
qualified accordingly. 
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On motion of Mr. Fort, seconded by Mr. Cocke, John Sevier was ар- 
pointed assistant clerk. 

John Rhea was chosen door-keeper. 

On motion of Mr. Outlaw, seconded by Mr. Fort, resolved, that a com- 
mittee of five members be appointed to draught and report to this house, 
what rules are necessary to be observed by the members thereof, and that 
Messrs. Rhea, Outlaw, Fort, Weakley, and Newel compose said commit- 
tee. 

On motion of Mr. Fort, seconded by Mr. Blair, resolved, that a commit- 
tee of privileges and elections be appointed, and that Messrs. Johnston, 
Lewis, Cantrell, Houston, and Gass, compose the same. 

The house then adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock, A. М, 


TUESDAY, MARCH 29, 1796. 


THE house met according to adjournment. 

It was moved by Mr. Fort, and seconded by Mr. Rhea, that David Loo- 
ney, a member from Sullivan county, take the oaths required to be taken 
by the membors of this house. 

The committee to whom it was referred to draught and report what rules 
are necessary to be observed, by the members of this house, made the fol- 
lowing report, viz: 

Ist. When the speaker is in the chair every member may sit with his 
head covered. 

9, Every member shall come into the house with bis head uncovered, 
and shall continue so at all times but when he sits in his place. 

3. 'The speaker having taken the chair, and a majority of the members 
, being present, the clerk shall read the journal of the preceding day, in 
order that any mistake may be corrected that may have been made in the 
entries, 

4. While the journal or publie papers are adus. or when any mém- 
ber is speaking, there shall be no interruption, nor shall any member read. 
any printed paper, but the attention of the members is expected. 

5. Every member when he speaks, shall, standing in his place, address 
himself to the speaker (or chairman) as the case may be, who shall give 
his attention by naming the member. 

6. If two or more members rise to speak, at the same time, the speaker 
shall determine who shall speak first. 

7. When any motion shall be before the house, and not properly under- 
stood, the speaker may explain, but shall not attempt, in any such expla- 
nation, to sway the house by argument or debate. 

8. Тһе speaker, with leave of the house, shall have privilege to speak 
upon any subject proposed, agreeably to the rules established by the house; 
provided, he speak before the arguments are gone through. 

9. A member digressing from the subject,or using personal observation 
or reflection, may be called to order by the speaker or chairman, or any 
member of the house. 

10. All motions to be committed to writing and seconded, and баага 
to the speaker, before the same can be considered in the possession of the 
house, except a motion of course. 
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11. No question to be put upon motion, unless seconded. , 

12. No member to speak mote than twice, without leave of the house, 
to the same question, unless in a committee of the whole. 

15. When a question is before the house, no motion shall be received 
unless for amendment, for the previous question, or to commit or to ad- 
journ. 

14. No member to depart the service of the house without leave. 

15. It shall be the duty of the speaker (or chairman) to call gentlemen 
spectators, appearing among the members when in session, by name, to 
desire them to withdraw to the seats assigned them. 

All which is submitted, 
(Signed) Wm. FORT, Chr. 


It was moved by Mr. Rhea, seconded by Mr. Newel, that the members 
of this house take an oatlr to support the constitution of the United States, 
which was objected to; and after some debating thereon was carried in 
the affirmative, and the following oath prescribed, to wit: 

І A. B. do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I will 
support the constitution of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Fort, seconded by Mr. Rhea, ordered, that the follow- 
ing message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

The House of Representatives is now formed and ready to proceed to 
the dispatch of public business. 

Mr. Lewis presented a report from Howell Tatom, esq. treasurer of Me- 
ro district, which being read, was, with sundry vouchers accompanying 
it, on motion of Mr. Rhea, ordered to lie on the table. ' 

On motion of Mr. Fort, seconded by Mr. Rhea, ordered, that the follow- 
ing message be sent to the senate : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

ТА» House of Representatives have. proceeded to appoint а committee 
of finance, on the part of this house, to act in conjunction with such of 
your body as you may think proper to appoint for that purpose, and have 
appointed Messrs. Rhea, Weakley, Outlaw, Johnston, and Houston. 

Received the following message from the Senate : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 

The senate is also constituted and ready to proceed to the dispatch of 
public business, and propose to meet your house, at euch time and place 
as you may appoint, in order to open and. publish the returns of the elec- 
tions, from the several counties for governor, agreeably to the constitution 
of this state. 

Ordered, That the following message be sent to the senate: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, 

This house agree with youin the meeting proposed for examining the 
returns of the elections for governor, and propose to convene in the House 
of Representatives at half past 12 o’clock. 

Received from the Senate the following message : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 
We propose Messrs. Doherty and Tipton, to act with such gentlemen of 
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your house ав you may appoint, аза. committee of propositions and griev- 
ances, 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent to o the Senate : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, 


This house concur with you іп appointing a committee of propositions 
and grievances, and nominate on our part, Messrs. Lewis, Fort, Hender- 
son, Newel, and Black, to act in conjunction with the UE by you 
proposed. 

Mr. Rhea presented a list of the taxable property of Sullivan county, 
for the year 1795, which was received, and on motion, ordered to lie on 
the table. 

А return of the taxable property of the counfy of Davidson was pre- 
sented by Mr. Lewis, read by the clerk, and erdered to lie on the table. 

Тһе returns of the elections for governor, in the several counties, were 
examined in presence of both houses, and a majority of votes appearing in 
favor of citizen John Sevier, he was accordingly declared to be legally and 
constitutionally elected as governor of the state of Tennessee. 

A message from the senate: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house concur with you in appointing a committee of finance, and 
nominate on the part of this house, Messrs. Lewis and Rutledge, to act in 
conjunction with the gentlemen by you proposed. 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


JMr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The House of Representatives have nominated six members, viz, 
Messrs. Outlaw, Blair, Cocke, Johnston, Newel, and Fort, to wait on his 
excellency John Sevier, and request his uttendance in the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to-morrow at 12 o’clock, to be qualified agreeably to the con- 
stitution of the state of Tennessee. 

A message from the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with your last message, and appoint on the part of this 
house, Messrs. Lewis, Ford, and Kelly, to. wait upon his excellency John 
Sevier, in company with the gentlemen by you appointed, for the purposes 
by you mentioned. We also concur with you as to the time and place for 
the qualification of the governor. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'elock, А.М. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea, seconded by Mr. Fort, ordered, that the follow. 
ing message be sent to the senate : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The House of Representatives have appointed a committee to report 
what bills of a public nature may be necessary to be brought forward this 
session, to act in conjunction with such of your body as you may appoint 
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for that purpose, and have named on their part, Messrs. Houston, Weak- 
ley, Lewis, Rhea, and Gass. 

On motion of Mr. Outlaw, seconded by Mr. Fort, ordered, that the fol- 
lowing message be sent to the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We propose Messrs. Crawford, Looney, and Black, to act with such of 
your body as may be appointed, to wait on the judges, and request their 
attendance іп the House of. Representatives, at 12 o'clock,. to qualify- the 
governor. 

On motion of Mr. Newel, seconded by Mr. Lewis, ordered. that the fol- 
lowing message be sent to the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house have appointed а committee to act in conjunction with such | 
gentlemen as you may appoint, to prescribe an oath of office, to be admin- 
istered to the governor of nns state, and do appoint Messrs. Lewis, New- 
el, and Rhea. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea, seconded by Mr. Crawford, ordered, that the 
following message be sent to the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house propose to proceed to the election of the two senators, to. 
represent. this state in the congress of the United States ; and also, a sed- 
retary for this state; and that the-senate and house of representatives do 
convene in the 1885 of representatives, for that purpose, to-morrow at 
ten o'clock ; and do propose Mr. William Blount, Mr. William Cocke, and 
Mr. Joseph Anderson, as candidates for the senáte, and Mr. William Mac- 
lin for secretary. 

A message from the senate ; 


Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen, А 


We concur with you in appointing a committee to prescribe an oath of 
office to be administered to the governor; and on the part of this house 
appoint Messrs. White and Doherty to act in conjunction with the gentle- 
men by you named for that purpose. 

A message from the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with your message respecting the. appointing of a commit- 
tee, ‘to report what bills of a public nature may be necessary to be brought 
forward this session,’ and appoint Messrs. Frazier and Tipton, on the 
part of this house, to act with the gentlemen by you named. 

A message from the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We propose that Messrs. White, Lewis, and Ford, on the part of this | 
house, in company with such gentlemen of your house as you may ар- 
. point, wait upon his excellency governor Blount, to inform him of the time 
and place appointed for the qualification of his successor in onee and 
also to request his attendance there. 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be senf to the senate : 
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with your message in appointing a committee to ‘wait on his 
excellency William Blount, to inform him of the time and place appointed 
for the qualification of his successor, and name on our part, Messrs, Can- 
trell, Crawford, Weakley, and Gass. 

A message from the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and. Gentlemen, 


We cannot concur with your message respecting the qualification of 
the governor by the judges, but propose in lieu thereof, that the clerk of 
the senate administer the oaths to the governor, in presence of both houses 

the general assembly, which being read, was rejected. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea, seconded by Mr. Johnston, ordered, that the 
following message be sent to the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The form of the oath prescribed for the qualification of the governor is 
subjoined, which has been agreed to by this house, and hereby forwarded 
for your concurrence. 

The committee to whom was referred the prescribing an oath, for the 
qualification of the governor, made the following report: 

Your committee appointed to prescribe an oath for the qualification of 
the governor, prescribe the following: All which is submitted, 

JOHN RHEA, Chr, 


I A. В.4о solemnly swear, that I will support the constitution of the 
United States.—So help me God. 

I A. B. do solemnly swear, that I will support the constitution of the 
state of Теппеввее.--бо help me God. 

І A. B. do solemnly swear, that I will faithfully execute the office of 
governor of the state of Tennessee, pursuant to the constitution and laws 
thereof, according to the best of my knowledge and ability. 

So help me God. 

A message from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with your message,as to the time and place for the election 
by you proposed; and propose Doctor James White to be added to the 
nomination as candidates for the senate. 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker апа Gentlemen, 

We cannot agree with your proposals respecting the qualifying the gov- 
ernor; we still adhere to our former proposals, and request a reconsidera- 
tion on your part. 

А message from the Senate : 


Ф 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


Upon reconsideration we concur with your message relative to waiting 
upon the judges, to request their attendance to qualify the governor ; and 
appoint, on behalf of this house, Messrs, Clack and Rutledge, to accompa- 
ny the géntlemen by you named for that purpose. 

Both houses having convened in the representatives chamber, the sever- 
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al oaths prescribed for the qualification of the governor, were duly admin- 
istered by the honorable Joseph Anderson. 
Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock, a. М, 


THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 1796. 


On motion of Mr. Cocke, seconded by Mr. Rhea, ordered, that the ad 
dress delivered yesterday to both houses of the general assembly by his 
excellency John Sevier, be entered on the journal of this house. 


Gentlemen of the Senate and House of Representatives, 


The high and honorable appointment conferred upon me by the free 
suffrages of my countrymen, fills my breast with gratitude, which, I trust, 
my future life will manifest. I take this early opportunity to express, 
through you, my thanks in the strongest terms of acknowledgement. I 
shall labour to discharge with fidelity the confidence reposed іп me; and 
if such my exertions should prove satisfactory, the first wish of my heart 
will be gratified. 

Gentlemen, accept of my best wishes for your individual and public 
happiness: And, relying upon your wisdom and patriotism, I have no 
doubt but tlie result of your „ s will give, permanency eet suc- 
cess to our new syste | of govérnmen ; Бо wisely, calculated to secure the. А 
liberty and advance the happiness and prosperty of our fellow-citizens. 

JOHN SEVIER, 

On nodo of Mr. Fort, seconded by Mr. Crawford, ordered, that the fol- 

lowing message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker апа Gentlemen, 


This house propose to proceed to, the election of senators for this state, 
agreeably to the order of the day; and have appointed on our part, Messrs. 
Newel and Fort, to superintend the balloting; and also propose, that the 
tickets be counted in presence of both houses ; and that the speaker of the 
senate pronounce the persons duly elected. 

Mr. Conway moved for leave to withdraw the name of Mr. Joseph An- 
derson from the nomination of senators which was granted, and the fol- 
lowing message sent to the senate : ' 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, i 


Mr. Conway has moved for leave to withdraw the name of Mr. Joseph 
Anderson, from the nomination of the senate, which motion this house 
have agreed to, the same is forwarded to you for your concurrence. 

А message from the Senate: 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen,. 


We concur with your message relative to the election, and appoint on 
the part of this house, Messrs. Lewis and Doherty, to superintend the 
balloting. Mr. Tipton has moved, and has leave to withdraw the name of 
Doctor James White from the nomination of candidates for the PE to 
which we request your concurrence. 

The Senate and House of Representatives having convened in the Tep- 
resentatives chamber, in pursuance of a resolution of both houses of yes- 
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terday, when William Blount and William Cocke were duly and constitu- 
tionally elected, and so proclaimed by the speaker of the senate—and 
William Maclin was duly elected secretary of this state, and so announced. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea, seconded by Mr. Cocke, ordered, that the fol- 
lowing message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house propose Messrs. Johnston, Houston, Clack, Newel, and 
Rhea, а conimittee to act jointly with such of your body as you may ap- 
point, to prepare an address, to présent to Messrs. William Blount and 
William Cocke, informing them of their being elected to represent this 
state, in the Congress of the United States. 

А message from the Senate: E 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with you in appointing а committee to prepare an address to 
present to the gentlemen who have been elected senators; and appoint on 
the part of this house Messrs, Ford and White, to act with the gentlemen 
by you named for that purpose. 

The house then adjourned till 4 o'clock, Р.м. 


Met according to adjournment. 

A letter was read from the treasurer of the districts of Washington and 
Hamilton, which, with the papers accompanying it, together with sundry 
other papers relative to the treasury department, from the treasurer of 
Mero district, were on motion, referred to the committee of finance: 
Whereupon, ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, 


We herewith send you a number of papers relative to the treasury de- 
partment, which are referrsd on the part of this house to the committee of 
finance, with which your concurrence is requested. 

A message from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We propose that an election by both houses of the general assembly, be 
held to-morrow morning at ten o’clock, in the representatives’ chamber, 
for three judges for the superior courts in this state; also for an attorney 
general, and a treasurer for this state. We put in nomination for judges, 
Mr. John M’Nairy, Mr. David Campbell, Mr. Joseph Anderson, and Mr. 
Archibald Roane ; for treasurer, Mr. Nicholas Tate Perkins and Mr. Lan- 
don Carter; and for attorney general, Mr. Hopkins Lacy and Mr. William 
С. С. Claiborne, to which we beg your concurrence. 

The foregoing message being read, was rejected in tofo : whereupon, or- 
dered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house cannot concur with your message concerning the election 
of judges and other officers to-morrow at ten o'clock. At so early a pe- 
riod this house not having as yet determinéd if any and what alterations 
shall be made in the court system, or how many judges or whether one or 
more attornies general, or one or more treasurers. 

A message from the Senate: 


-- 
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Mr. Speaker апа Genilemen, 


Mr, White, from the committee appointed to prepare an address to be 
presented to Citizens William-Blount and William Cocke, who have been 
elected to represent this state in the senate of-the United States, reported, 
that they have prepared the addresses which accompany this message, 
with which report this house have concurred, and should you concur with 
the report, we appoint on the part of this House. Mr. Tipton and Mr. 
Lewis with such gentlemen as you may appoint to-present the said а4- 
dresses. 

Mr. White from the committee appointed to draw an address, to bepre- 
sented to William Blount and William Cocke, , reported, that they have 
prepared the following: , 


Citizen ХУпалам Brouxr, late Governor of the Territory of the United 
States of America south of the river Ohio, 
SIR, 

Impressed with the grateful remembrance of your conduct during the 
time you was governor of the Territory of the. United States of America, 
south of the river Ohio, now the State of Tennessee, the general assem- 
bly of the said State, in the name of the people thereof, over whom you 
formerly presided, embrace the earliest moment to testify to you, their en- 
. tire approbation of your conduct and attention to promote their happiness, . 
during your continuance in that office, the exercise of which was rendered 
more difficult and arduous, by the. frequent inroads of the neighbouring 
nations of Indians. We recollect with pleasure, that under your adminis- 
tration, we, as a people have experienced growing energy and encreasing 
power. That your exertions in subordination to the federal government 
have been the cause of the present peace, which for some time past, has 
existed between us and the adjoining Indian tribes, and which, we hope, 
will long exist, on the principles you have established. 

The territorial government now being ended, we will only say in re- 
spect thereof, that if the exercise alone of a government, constituted on 
the principles it was, could render a people happy under it, we should 
have been во. We rejoice, that while the territorial government has closed 
with honor to you, it has left us in a state of prosperity and peace. 

You are now, sir, called by the unanimous voice of a free people, to 
represent them in the senate of the United Statés of America—the high- 
est proof, in their power, to offer of their confidence in your integrity and 
ability to serve them. 2 АМЕЗ ҮҮНІТЕ, Ch. 


Citizen WILLIAM Cocke, 


Your fellow citizens have called you to represent them in the Senate of 
the United States of America. Impressed with recollections of your past 
conduct, from an early period of the settlement of our common country, 
they have given you this testimony of the confidence they repose in your 
integrity and abilities to serve them. JAMES WHITE, Ch. 

The foregoing message, with the report accompanying it, being read, 


resolved, that this house do concur therewith, and that the following mes- 
sage be sent to the Senate : 
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Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

We concur with your message, and the report accompanying it, respect- 
ing the addresses to Citizens William Blount and William Cocke, senators 
in the Congress of the United States; and appoint on our part, Mr. Out- 
law, Mr. Crawford, Mr. Fort, and Mr. Conway, to act with the gentlemen 
by you proposed. : 

A message from the Senate: 

Mr. Speaker апа Gentlemen, 

We propose that a transcript from the journals, relative to the election 
of senators, be signed by the speakers of both houses of the general as- 
sembly, and attested by their clerks, and thence be forwarded to the gov- 
ernor of this state, for his certificate and seal of office, which shall be 
considered as eredentials to the gentlemen who are elected senators, in 
order to their obtaining seats in the senate of the United States. 

А petition from sundry inhabitants of Washington county, praying а 
division thereof, was read and referred on the part of this house to the 
committee of propositions and grievances. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock A. M. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 1796, 


MET according to adjournment. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave, and presented a bill ascertaining the number 
of the judges of the superior courts of law and equity, and for fixing their 
salaries ; which was read the first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Johnston presented a petition from the inhabitants of Теппеввее 
county, praying & division thereof, which was read ; and on motion of Mr. 
Fort, referred to the committee of propositions and grievances. 

On motion of Mr. Rhea, seconded by Mr. Crawford, ordered, that the 
members of the committee of propositions and grievances compose a com- 
mittee of claims; and that the following message be sent to the senate, 
requesting their concurrence therewith : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house propose that the committee of propositions and grievances 
be also a committee of claims, which is sent to you for your concurrence. 

We also send you sundry petitions respecting the division of counties, 
which have been read, and on the part of this house referred to the com- 
mittee of propositions and grievances. 

Received from his excellency the governor, sundry pzpers respecting the 
opening a waggon road through the mountains ; which were read and re- 
ferred to a special committee. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 

Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 

We herewith send you several papers, No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, laid before 
this house by the governor, which we have referred to a special committee 
composed on our part, of Messrs. Montgomery, Conway, and Blair, who 
will act jointly with such gentlemen as you may appoint to take into con- 
sideration the said papers. 
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Mr. Johnston moved for leave, and presented a bill establishing a treas- 
ury department, which was read the first time, passed, and ‘sent to the 
senate. 

А message from the senate : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, B 

Mr. Tipton, from the committee appointed to report what bills ofa pub- 
lic nature are necessary to be brought forward this session has presented 
the report which accompanies this message, to which this house have 
concurred. The committee not having time to go through the business 
assigned them, beg leave to sit again ; they accordingly have leave from 
this house, 

Mr. Tipton, from the committee on public bills, reported as follows : 

Your committee appointed to report, what bills of a public nature are 
necessary to be brought forward, tkis session, say, that bills of the follow- 
ing import ought to be introduced, viz : 

A bill. providing for a public revenue, | 

A bill providing for the electing of representatives to the Congress of 
the United States. - 

А bill providing for the appointment of electors, to elect a President. and 
Vice President of the United States. 

A bill to prevent the wilful and malicious killing of slaves. 

A bill providing for the relief of the poor. 

A bill for the establishment and regulation of public roads and forties. 

A bill ascertdining the ‘mode of collecting and accounting for public 
iios: 

A bill establishing a treasury department. 

А bill establishing a secretary's department. 

A bill ascertaining the mode of impeachment and trial of publie officers. 

A bill for altering the time of holding the several courts of law therein 
described. 

A bill regulating .the several officers fees therein enoni: 

A bill to prevent gaming. JOHN TIPTON, Chr. 


The foregoing report being read, the house concurred therewith. 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent to ое Senado : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house coacurs with your message, as to that part in which you 
concur with the report of the committee you mention. We cannot concur 
with that part which gives leave to said committee to sit again, but pro- - 
pose that they may be considered a standing committee, to sit on their own 
adjournments, during the session, if they thínk proper. 

Mr. Rhea exhibited some accounts of the sheriffand jailor of Washing- 
ton county which were read and referred to the committee of claims. 

Mr. Black presented a petition from sundry citizens of a place called 
Tuckaleechee, on Little River, praying redress of certain. grievances 
therein mentioned, which was read and referred to the committee of pro- 
positions and grievances. l 

A message from the senate: ` 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We coneur with you in referring the petitions from sundry citizens of 
14 
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Washington and Tennessee counties, to the committee of propositions and 
grievances; and also that the said committee be a committee of аша, 
and have added Mr. Ford to the said committee, 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave, and presented a bill to prevent the wilful T 
malicious killing of any black person, or person of mixed blood, he or she 
being a slave, which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate, 

А message from the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We concur with you in referring the papers No. 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, which 
accompany your last message,to а special committee, and appoint on the 
part of this house Mr. Lewis and Mr. White to act with the gentlemen by 
you named for that purpose. 

On motion, ordered, that the door keeper be directed to furnish a writing 
table for this house. 

Received by the way of the senate, the following address from Citizen 
Cocke: | 


Gentlemen, 


I accept of the appointment conferred upon me by the general assembly. 
It will be my first, my greatest wish to promote the interest of our com- 
mon country. 

'T'he honor of serving a free and enlightened people is truly flattering, 
and my highest reward will consist in my conduct continuing to meet with 
their approbation. 

Accept, gentlemen, my respects, 


WILLIAM COCKE. 
Adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 


A pétition of Mr. Joseph Dorris was read and referred fo the committee 
of propositions and grievances. 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house propose Messrs. Peck, Looney, and Clack, a committee to 
actjointly with such gentlemen as you may appoint, to contract with the 
printer for the public printing. 

Mr. Outlaw moved for leave, and presented a bill to amend an act, enti- 
tled, An act laying a tax for the year 1795,’ which was read the first 
time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Lewis moved for leave and presented a bill providing for the elec- 
tion of representatives, to represent this state in the Congress of the 
United States, which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

A message from the senate: - 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


Herewith we send you the report of the committee of propositions and 
grievances, with which report this house have concurred. 

Mr. Tipton from the committee, reported, as follows : 

Your committee of propositions and grievances, to whom were referred 
several petitions, do report, that the petition from the county of Tennes- 
see is reasonable, and ought to be granted. That the petition from the 
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upper end of the county of Waskington is reasonable, and ought to be 
granted. JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

The foregoing message, and repor: necompanying it, were read and con- 
curred with. 

Mr. Johnston moved for leave, and presented a bill to divide the county 
of Tennessee into two distinct counties, which was read the first time, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Blair moved for leave, and presented a bill to divide the county of 
Washington into two distinct counties, zn was read the first time, 
passed, and sent to the senate.. 

А message from the Senate: | 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, a" 


We concur with your message, in appointing a committee to contract 
with the printer for public printing ; and appoint on the part of this house 
Messrs. White and Rutledge, to act with the gentlemen by.you named for 
that purpose. ; 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave and presented з. bill esta lishing the times of 
holding the superior courts of law and equity, and inferior courts df pleas 
. and quarter sessions, which was read the first time, passed, and sent fo 
the senate. 

Mr. Menefee moved for leave of absence until Monday 100 "clock, 
which was granted. , : i 

 Adjburned till tó-morrow 10 o'clock, a.m. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment.. | Б 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave to withdraw a bill establishing the times of 
holding the superior courts of law and equity, and inferior courts of pleas 
and sessions. е 

Received the following message from the senate : 
Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


We propose that a transcript from the journals relative to the election 
of a secretary for this state, be signed by the speakers of both houses of 
the general assembly, and attested by their clerks, and be presented to his 
excellency the governor, that he may commission the secretary who has 
been elected. 

The foregoing message being read, was rejected. 

Mr. Outlaw moved for leave and -presented a bill to ascertain what 
property in this state shall be taxed for the year 1797, which was read the 
first time, passed and senf to the senate. 

Received from the senate the following bills. 

A bill to divide the county of Tennessee into two distinct counties. 

A bill to divide the county of Washington into two distinct counties. 

A bill providing for the election of representatives 1 to represent this state 
in-the Congress of the United States. 

A bill to prevent the malicious killing of any black „person, or person of 
mixed blood, he or she being a slave. 
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A bill to ascertain the number of judges of the superior courts of law 
and equity, and for fixing their salaries. 

An act establishing a treasury department, and 

An act to amend an act, entitled, an act laying a tax for the year 1795.’ 
severally endorsed, ‘ Read the first time and passed. 

Mr. Blair from the apecial committee delivered a report, which was read 
and ordered to lie on the table. 

Received from the senate a claim of James White, endorsed, * Read and 
referred to the committee of claims,’ which being read was referred as 
above. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave and presented a bill directing the mode of 
the qualication of the secretary of state into office, which was read the 
first time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We cannot concur with your message relative to the governor being au- 
thorised to commission the secretary, previous to a law being pns 
directing the mode of his qualification into office. 

Mr. Johnston moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to di- 
vide the county of Tennessee into two distinct counties, which was granted. 

Mr. Blair moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to divide 
the county of Washington into two distinct counties, which was accord- 
ingly granted. 

Adjourned till Monday morning 12 o'clock, A. м 


MONDAY, APRIL 4, 1796. 


ТНЕ house met according to adjonrnment. E 

The bill to prevent the wilful and malicious killing any black person, or 
person of mixed blood, he or she being a slave, was read the second time, 
amended, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Blair, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to divide 
the county of Washington into two distinct counties, delivered the same 
at the clerk's table with the amendments; whereupon this bill was read 
the second time, amended, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Johnston, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to 
divide the county of Tennessee into two distinct counties, presented the 
same with its amendments to the house, which was read the second time, 
amended, passed and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate the two following bills : 

А ЫШ to ascertain what property within the state shall be taxed for the 
year 1797, and 

A bill directing the mode of the qualification of the secretary of state 
into office, each endorsed, * Read the first time and passed.’ 

Mr. Rhea exhibited sundry accounts of the sheriff of Knox county 
against the state, which were read and referred to the committee óf claims. 

"The bill toascertain what property in this state shall be taxed for the 
year 1797, was, on motion of Mr. Outlaw, withdrawn for amendment. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave, and presented a bill to repeal an act, enti- 
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tled, “Ап act for the relief of such persons ав have -been disabled by 
wounds, or rendered incapable of procuring for themselves and families 
subsistence in the militia service of this Territory, and providing for the 
widows and orphans of such as have died; which was read the first time, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Tipton from the committee of claims, reported as 1 

Your committee taking under their consideration the claim of George 
Gillespie, sheriff of Washington county, are of opinion, that the same 
ought not to be granted. 8 JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

Endorsed, concurred with, which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Received from the senate the bill to ascertain the number of judges, &c. 
endorsed, “ Read the first time and passed ; ; which was, on motion, with- ` 
drawn for amendment. l 

Mr. Johnston moved for leave to withdraw for шы the bill es- 
tablishing a treasury department, ' \ | 
Adjourned until 4 o' e ock, 14 м... „„ ИС ON Жән. 

2 l 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Clack moyed for leave and: aei, a bill to prevent excessive 
gaming, which was read the first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, a bill providing ` 
for the election of representatives, to represent this state in the Congress 
of the United States. 

Mr. Outlaw moved for leave to withdraw the bill to uU the tax law, 
passed іп the year 1795. 

Ordered, that he have leaye accordingly. 

A bil directing the mode of the qualification of the secretary of state 
into office, was read the second time, re passed, and sent to the 
senate. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock, А. m. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 5, 1796. 


MET according to adjournment. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave and presented a bill directing the mode of 
electing members of the general assembly; which was read the first time, 
passed, and sent-to the senate. 

Received from the senate the following bills: 

A bill to dividé the county of Tennessee into two distinct counties, and 

A bill to divide the county of Washington into two distinct, counties ; 
each endorsed, read the second time and passed. 

Ordered, that these bills be read the third and last time ; which being 
read, were amended, passed, and returned. 

Mr. Rhea, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill directing 
the mode of electing representatives to represent this state in the congress 
of the United States, presented the same with the amendments, which 
was read the second time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate the following bills; 
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A bill directing the mode of the qualification of the secretary of state 
into office, and 

A bill to prevent the wilful and malicious killing any black person, or 
person of mixed blood, he or she being a slave, each endorsed, Read the 
second time and passed,” The former of which was ordered to lie on the 
table, and the Jatter was on motion of Mr. Fort, withdrawn for amendment. 

Mr. Tipton reported as follows: 

The committee of claims to whom the claim of James White was re- 
ferred, against the state, for twenty two dollars and one third, for appre- 
hending and bringing to Knoxville Love Snowden, report, that the same is 
reasonable and ought to be allowed. JOHN TIPTON, Chr. 

Endorsed, * concurred with. 

Received from the senate the following bills: 

A bill to suppress excessive gaming. 

A bill to repeal an act, entitled, An act for the relief of such persons as 
have been disabled by wounds, or rendered incapable of procuring for 
themselves and families subsistence in the inilitia service of this Territo- 
ry, and providing for the widows and orphans of such as have died.“ 

A bill to amend an act for the promotion of learning in the county of 
Davidson, and 

A bill concerning oaths, &c. severally endorsed, "Read the first time 
and passed. 

Mr. Tipton, from the committee of propositions and grievances, reported 
as follows: 

The committee of propositions and grievances having taken under their 
consideration, the petition of the inhabitants of that part of Little River, 
known by the name of Tuckalechee, report, that the same is reasonable 
and ought to be granted. | JOHN TIPTON, Chr. 

Endorsed, * concurred with. ° 

The foregoing report being read and concurred with, Mr. Black then 
moved for leave and presented a bill to ascertain the lines between Blount 
and Sevier counties, which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the 
senate. 

Mr. Weakley presented a petition from sundry inhabitants of Davidson 
county, praying a division thereof, which was read and referred on the part 
of this house to the committee of propositions and grievances. 

Mr. Gass moved for leave, and presented a bill to preclude persans of a 
certain description from being admitted as witnesses in any civil or crimi- 
nal case in any court within this state, which was read the first time, pass- 
ed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Henderson presented a petition from sundry citizens of Hawkins, 
Knox, and Jefferson counties, which was read and referred to the commit- 
tee of propositions and grievances. 

Adjourned till 3 o'clock, P.M. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Johnston, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill estab- 
lishing a treasury department, returned the same with its amendments, 
which was read the second time, passed and sent to the senate. * 

Received from the senate the following bills: : 


* 
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A bill directing the mode of electing members of the general assembly. 

A bill to ascertain the lines between Blount and Sevier counties, and 

A bill to preclude persons of a certain description from being admitted 
as witnesses, &c. 

Each endorsed, ‘ Read the first time and passed.’ 

Also, а bill providing for the election of representatives, fo represent 
this state in the congress of the United States. 

Endorsed, * Read the second time and passed. 

Adjourned until to-morrow, 9 o'clock, A. M. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6, 1796. 


“ 


MET according to adjournment, TE 

Mr. Houston presented a petition from sundry citizens south of French 
Broad; which was read and referred to the committee of propositionis and 
grievances. 

A bill directing the mode of the qualification of the secretary of state 
into office, was read the third time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Fort who had leave to withdraw for amendment, * A Dill to ascer- 
tain the number of judges,’ &c. delivered it in at the clerk’s table, with 
the amendments ; whereupon this bill was read the second time, amended, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, a bill establishing a treasury ТЕТІ en- 
dorsed, Read the second time and passed; which was ordered to Не on 
the table until to morrow. 

A message from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, 


We propose that a committee be appointed to examine engrossed bills, 

and have, for that purpose, named Mr. M’Min, to act with such gentlemen 
„as you may appoint on your part. 

The foregoing message being read, was concurred with. 

Mr. Fort who had leave to withdraw for amendment, * A bill to prevent 
the wilful and malicious killing of any black person, or person of mixed 
blood, he or she being a slave,’ returned the bill, and proposed the follow- 
ing amendment, to follow immediately after the ‘last section: * And be it 
enacted, that an indictment, or indictments, brought against any person or 
persons, for killing а slave as aforesaid, appearing to be frivolous or ma- 
licious, the prosecutor shall pay all costs aecruing on such indictment, 
and a fine not exceeding fiíty-dollars, which shall be disposed of as other 
fines in this state, which was received. 

Mr. Lewis then offered the following in lieu thereof: , 

And be it enacted, * That if on the trial of any indictment brought on 


. thisact, the same shall appear to be frivolous or malicious, the prosecutor, 


in that case, shall pay all costs thereof; and shall, moreover, be liable to 
an action on the case, at the suit of the party aggrieved, who shall recov- 
er damages, to be assessed by the verdict of a jury; which was carried in 
the negative: Whereupon Mr. Lewis called for the yeas and nays, and 
was seconded by Mr. Cocke, which stood as follows : 
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Against the amendment, | 


Messrs. Black, Messrs. Houston, 
Blair, Johnston, 
Cantrell, Newel, 

қ Conway, Outlaw, 
Crawford, Peck, 
Gass, | Weakley, 
Fort, | 
In favour of the amendment. 

Messrs. Clack, Messrs. Looney, 
Cocke, Menefee, 
Henderson, Montgomery, 
Lewis, | Rhea. 


The bill was then ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow for further 
consideration. z 

Mr. Weakley moved for Teave, and introduced а bill to appropriate cere 
tain monies, &c. which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the 
senate. 

Mr. Outlaw presented a petition from sundry citizens of Jefferson com- 
ty, praying a division thereof, which was read and referred to the commit- 
tee of propositions and grievances. 

Adjourned tiil 3 o'clock, P. u. 


Met according to adjournment. | 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We coneur with you in appointing a committee to examine engrossed 
bills, and name on our part Mr. Cocke and Mr. Conway. 

The bill to amend an act, entitled, ‘ An act for the promotion of learning 
in the county of Davidson —also, the bill concerning oaths, &c. were 
each read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Cocke moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, a bill to sup- 
press excessive gaming. 

А bill to repeal an act, entitled, * Ап act for the relief of such persons 
ав have been disabled by wounds,’ &c. was read the second time, passed, 
and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, a bill to amend an act, entitled, An act for 
establishing a militia in the state of North Carolina,’ which said act is 
now in force in this state. 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed the first 
time and returned. 

The bill to ascertain the lines between Blount and Sevier counties, was, 
on motion of Mr. Newel, ordered to lie on the table until Saturday. 

A bill providing for the election of representatives to represent this state 
in the congress of the United States, was read the third time, amended, 
passed, and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate the following bills: 
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* A bill concerning oaths, &c. endorsed, * read the second time, amended 
and passed.’ 

A bill to repeal an act, entitled, ‘an act for the relief of such persons as 
have been disabled by wounds, or rendered incapable: of procuring fo 
themselves and families subsistance, in the militia service of this Territo- 
ry, and providing for the widows and orphans of such as have died,’ en- 
dorsed, ‘Read the second time and passed.’ 

A bill for the appropriation of certain monies therein mentioned, and 
for other purposes : 

And a bill to appropriate certain monies, each endorsed * read the first 
time and passed.’ 

Mr. Fort moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill directing 
the mode ef electing members of the general assembly. 

The bill to preclude persons of a certain description from being admit- 
ted as witnesses, in any civil or criminal case in any court within this 
state, was ordered to lie on the table till to-morrow. 

A message from the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate have had before them, the bill, ‘Declaring the mode of elect- 
ing representatives to represent this state in Congress,’ and cannot agree 
to the amendment by you made in the second section of said bill ; but ad- 
here to their amendment, to wit: “Тһе first Thursday of August, and 
“the succeeding day, they are willing te add. If you agree to this 
amendment, you will please send two of your members, to see the altera- 
tions made. Further, as it respects the second election, the senate pro- 
pose, that said clause be amended, by adding after the word August,’ the 
words, ‘ and the succeeding day.’ 

Ordered, that the foregoing message lie оп the table until to-morrow. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o'clock A. М. 


= à П 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 1796. 


Met acçording to adjournment. 
On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We agree to the amendments by you proposed, to the bill directing the 
mode of electing representatives to represent this state in congress, and 
Messrs. Cocke and Looney will attend and see the alterations made. 

A bill to appropriate certain monies, was read the second time, passed, 
and sent to the senate. d 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave, and €. а bill for the amendment of 
the law, which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Gass moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to pre- 
clude persons of a certaín description from being admitted as witnesses in 
any civil or criminal case, in any court in this state. 

А bill for the appropriation of certain monies therein mentioned, and for 
other purposés, was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate, 
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A bill to repeal an act, entitled, ‘An act for the relief of such persons 
as have been disabled by wounds, &c. was read the third time, passed, and 
sent to the senate. 

A bill concerning oaths, c. was ordered to lie on the table until to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Cocke moved, and was seconded.by Mr. Lewis, that the following 
words, * And a fine of not exceeding fifty dollars, which shall be disposed 
of as other fines in this state, be struck out of Mr. Fort's amendment to 
the ‘ bill to prevent the wilful and malicious killing of any black person, 
or person of mixed blood, he or she being a slave, which was objected to 7 
and the question being put thereon, was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. Fort then moved for the whole amendment to be struck out, which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Fort moved for leave to withdraw the aforesaid. bill for amendment. 

Received from the senate the following report : 

Mr. Tipton reported as follows, 

Your committee of propositions and grievances, to whom was referred 
the petition of sundry inhabitants south of French Broad, who live over 
the line of experiment, are of opinion that the state cannot grant them any 
relief. JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

Endorsed, concurred with. 

This house taking the foregoing report into consideration, concurred 
therewith. 

The bill establishing a treasury department, was read the third time, 
amended, passed and sent.to the senate. 

Mr, Lewis prayed to be withdrawn from the committee of propositions 
and grievances, which was granted; whereupon, on motion, ordered, that 
Mr. Cantrell be added thereunto. 

Received from the senate the following bills : 

A bill for amendment of the law, 

Endorsed, * Read the first time and, passed.“ 

A bill for the appropriation of certain monies therein mentioned, and for 
other purposes, 

Endorsed, “ Read the second time amended and passed.“ 

Mr. Outlaw, who had leave to withdraw for amendment “a bill to ascer- 
tain what property in this state shall be taxed for the year 1797, and for 
collecting the same,” presented the bill with its amendments, which was 
received and ordered to lie on the table until to-morrow. 

Received from the senate, the bill ascertaining the number of judges, 
&c. which was ordered to lie dn the table for the third reading to-morrow: 

Adjourned until 4 o'clock, P. u. 


* 


* 
> 


- 


MET according to adjournment. 
Adjourned till to-morrow 9 o’clock, А. М. 
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FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 1796. 

Met according to adjournment. . 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the bill to ‘ascertain the number of 
judges of the superior courts, &c. was read the third time, amended, разв- · 
ed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Fort moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, until Monday 
next, the bill to ascertain what property in this state shall be taxed for the 
year 1797. 

The bill concerning oaths, &e. was read the second time, amended, 
passed and sent to the setate. 

A bill for the appropriation of certdin monies therein mentioned, and for 
other purposes, was on motion withdrawn for amendment. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house propose tó proceed to the appointment of three jndges of the 
superior courts of law and equity; and also two treasurers, one for the 
districts of Washington and Hamilton, and one for the district of Mero; 
and that both houses convene іп the representatives’ chamber, to-morrow 
-at 11 o’clock, for that purpose. We nominate as candidates for judges, 
Messrs. John M’Nairy, Joseph Anderson, David Campbell, Willie Blount, 
Archibald Roan, Howell Tatom, and Ephraim Dunlap; and for treasurers, 
Landon Carterand Nicholas Tate Perkins, for the districts of Washington. 
and Hamilton ; and Edmund Gamble, William Black, Robert Searcy, and 
William Cage, senior, for the district of Mero, and have appointed Messrs. 
Fort and Lewis to superintend the balloting. . 

Adjourned till 3 o'clock, Р. M. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave and presented, “ A bill to provide for the safe 
keeping of the acts, records and. papers of the State of Tennessee, and for 
other purposes, which was read the first time, pues and sent to the sen- 
ate. 

Received from the senate, the report of the committee of propositions 
and grievances, upon the petition of the inhabitants of Hawkins, Knox, 
and Jefferson counties. 

Endorsed, “ concurred with.” 

Which was read and concurred with by this house and returned. 

Mr. Lewis moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, “ A bill for the 
amendment of the law.” 

Mr. Clack who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to sup- 
press excessive gaming, returned the bill with its amendments. 

Which was read the second tiine, amended, passed and sent to the 
senate. 

Received from the genate, a bill ascertaining a line between Knox, Jef- 
ferson and Sevier. 

* Endorsed, * Read the first time and passed.” 
* Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was i the first 
time and returned, 
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Received from the senate the following address from William Blount, 
esquire. . 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the Senate, and 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Representatives, i 


The entire approbation of the people of my conduct in office by you tes- 
tified, is the highest reward I could receive, 

Accept, gentlemen, my thanks for the prompt and warm mannor in 
which you have been pleased to convey it to me. 

With you, I hope, that the peace which exists between the citizens of 
the United States and the Indian tribes will long continue, as in peace 
consists the happiness and prosperity of both parties; and thus impress- 
ed, it shall be my duty, i im whatéver situation I may be placed, to use my 
efforts to its preseryation. 

I feel as T ought, the unanimous call of my fellow-citizens, to represent 
them in the senate of the United States, and shall devote myself to the 
promotion of their interests, as far as is consistent witli that of the whole 
body politic, of which they are a part. 

Accept, p my best wishes for your individual happiness. 


` (Signed) ` | l WI. BLOUNT. 


A message from the senate: ` 5 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, ` E E 


Тһе senate upon reading for the third and last time, the bill to ascertain 
the number of judges of the superior courts of law and equíty, and the 
fixing their salaries, have amended it in the following manner: After the 
words, in this state, in the first section of said bill, they have added, ‘ Any 
one or more of whom, are hereby authorised and empowered to hold any 
of the said courts—And it shall be the duty of each and every of the said 
judges to attend each and every term: And in case of failure, so to attend 
without sufficient cause for such failure be shewn, it shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor in office, for which he or they shall be liable to presentment, 
indictment, or impeachment; but judgment, in such cases shall not ex- 
tend further, than to removal from office.’ If you agree to this alteration, 
you will please send two of your members to see it made. 

Ordered, That the following message be sent to the senaté a 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We cannot concur with the amendment by you proposed to the bill as- 
certaining the number of judges, ёс, 

Received, from the senate, a file of papers respecting the claim of 
Joseph М?Міп against the state. l 

Endorsed, “ Read and referred to the committee of claims, which were 
read, referred in like manner and returned. , 

Mr. Henderson moved for leave and introduced, A bill to divide Haw- 
kins and Knox counties, and form a distinct count); which was read the 
first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Menefee moved for leave, and introduced, “ A bill prescribing the 
mode of electing the military officers of this state; which-was read the 
first time, passed and sent te the senate. 


- 
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Mr. Montgomery was; оп moton; added to the committee of propositions 
and grievances, леп = 

A message from the senate : irs ORO Tout 2, 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, i 2 7% | 

The senate propose to meet your house in conference, to-morrow mora- 
ing at 9 o’clock, in the Jeprésentatives’ chamber, to take into consideration . 
the bill to ascertain the number of judges, &c. and if poesible to adjust the 


difference. — . 
Ordered, that the following messages be sent to the senate : i 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 2 
We concur with you іп the: conference Бу. yo теріні, tomorrow: at 
9 o’clock.. = . 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlenen of the Senate, 


- 


ey 


We have added m Montgomery to the committee of propositions and , 


grievances. | 
Adjourned till tomorrow, 9 o'clock, А.м. ` 
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: i SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 1798. 


% 


Met according to adjournment... 

A bill to ascertain the lines between Blount aud Sevier counties, жан 
passed the second, time and gent to the: iim r A ne 

Adjourned id ы . A. M. , 


- 


Met according to adjournment. - 32 
Mr, Blair. presented a petition from sundry citizens of Jonesborough ; 


which was read and referred’ to the committee of propositions and griey- 


ances. 
Received from the Senate the following bills: 
A bill prescribing the mode of electing the. military с officers of this state, 
A bill to divide Hom &nd Knox counties; and form & district county, 
and 


A bill to aose ts the safe keeping of tlie acts, records, and papers of 


the State of Tennessee, and for other purposes, 
Each endorsed, “ read the first time and passed. 
Which wefe severally withdrawn for amendment. 


Received from the senate the following. report of the committee of claims, 


Endorsed, “ concurred with.” E 


Your committee to whom was referred the. claim of Joseph: M’Min; are 
of opinion, he ought to,be allowed, two hundred dollars, for his services as 


an express to Philadelphia aid back to this place, and no more. 
JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 


"The foregoing Teport ЕВ read was concurred with. 


Received from the senate, a petition from sundry citizens of Jefferson 
county; endorsed, referred to the committee of propositions. and griey- 
ances ; which was read, referred 1 in like manner and returned. 
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Messages from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


Тһе senate have agreed to amend the Dill, * ascertaining the number of 
judges of the superior courts,’ &c. by striking out from the first section 
of said bill, ali the words after the word shewn, which are, ‘For which he 
or they shall be liable to presentment, indictment, or impeachment ; but 
judgment, i in such case, shall- not extend further than to removal from of- 
fice. ? 

The senate have amended said bill, by inserting the following section: 
* And be it enacted, That the clerk of each of the said courts shall, each 
day of any term of any of the said courts, enter on the minutes of said 
courts, 1espectively, the name or names of the judge or judges, who shall 
be present at the meeting thereof: And on failure, it shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor in office, and.’ The above amendment is intended to be the 
first part of the section, pointing out the duty of the clerks, of the supe- 
rior couris, in granting certificates of attendance to the judges. If you 
agree to the amendments, as now proposed you will please send two of 
your members to see them made. 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate have added Messrs. one and White to the committee of 
propositions and grievances. 
Ordered, That the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Spéaker and Geitlemen, 


We concur with your last amendments to the bill, ascertaining | the 
number of judges, &c. and name Messrs. Cantrell and Rhea, to see the 
alterations made. . 

Received from the senate, a. petition of sundry inhabitants of Knox 
county ; endorsed “read and referred to the committee of propositions and 
grievances ;” which was read and referred in like manner and returned. 

Mr. Houston moved to be withdrawn from the committee of finance; 
which was granted ; and on motion, Mr. Cocke was added thereunto. 

А message from the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate agree to your message of yesterday, for appointing ilias 
judges of the superior courts of law and equity, and for two treasurers, 
except as to the time of meeting, which we propose to be at 3 o'clock this 
afternoon, and haye appointed Messrs. Lewis and Frazier to superintend 
the balloting., 

Mr. Fort, who had leave to ‘withdraw for amendment, the bill to pre- 
vent the wilful and malicious killing of any black person, &c. returned the 
bill, to which he proposed the following amendatory section, ` 

And be it enacted, “ That if any persons, shall frivolously or maliciously 
prosecute persons, who shall, upon trial, be acquitted of the crime alledged, 
the prosecutor ia that case shall pay all costs, and shall be liable to an 
action on the case for damages; and if such prosecutor shall not have 
property sufficient to discharge all costs, he shall be imprisoned twenty 
days, and then sold out by the sheriff, to the cies ыы to discharge 
the same.’ . 
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Mr. Rhea then moved for all the subsequent part of the clause, from the 
word “ damages” to be struck out, which carried. 

The house eee until 3.o'clock, P. M. T 

MET according to adjournment. 

Both houses having ‘convened in the representatives’ chamber, J ohn М?- 
Nairy, Willie Blount, and Archibald Roane, esquires, were duly and con- 
stitutionally elected judges of the superior courts of law and equity. And. 
in like manner Landon Carter was elected treasurer for the districts of 
Washington and Hamilton; and William Black for the distriet of Mero. 

Ordered, that Mr. Houston have leave to absent himself from the service 
of this house until Wednesday next. 

` Adjourned till Monday 12 o'clock, А. М. 
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MONDAY, APRIL 11, 1796. 
>. , 
THE house met according to adjournment. 
A message from the governor : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the. General Assembly, 


Permit me to remark to your honorable body, that our senators are about 
to proceed to the federal legislature, it may not be inéxpedient to remind 
them of the necessity of taking under considération, the embarrassed sit- 
uation claimants of land are under, to those lying south of the line con- 
dluded on in the treaty. of Holston, and now within the Indian boundary. 

‘In my humble opinion, it is a matter of great public importance, and 
particularly interesting to the state and to individuals, to either have the 
Indian claims extinguished, or Ше adventurers compensated for those 
lands. 

I have no doubt but you will take thé premises under due deliberation, 
and give your senators such instructions as you, in your indon, may 
deem necessary and advisable. 


(Signed,) Ж JOHN SEVIER. 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We herewith send you a communication we received mis day from the 
governor, which we have referred to a select committee, and have named 
for that purpose, Messrs. Rhea, Outlaw, Johnston, and Lewis, 

A message from the Senate: - 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen. : a 


The senate propose that a transcript from the journals of the general 
assembly respecting the election of the judges of the superior courts of 
law and equity, be Presented to the governor for his information, in order 
that he may proceed to commission the gentlemen elected, and name Mr. 
. Rutledge on the part of this house, to wait.on the governor with the same. 

The senate also-propose, that a joint committee wait on the gentlemen 
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elected judges, and present them with a transcript from the journals, sign- l 
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ей by the speakers, respecting their election; and name on our ppt Mr. 


Tipton. 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

We concur with your message, proposing that a transcript from the 
journals respecting the election of the judges should be presented to the 
governor, and name on tlie part of this house, Messrs, Lewis and Cocke, 
for that purpose. We also name Messrs. Johnston and Fort, to act 
with the gentlemen by you proposed to wait on the gentlemen elected jud- 
ges. 

А message from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, l e 


We herewith send you a resolution in favor of Joseph M'Minn and 
James White, with which we request your concürrence. 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate ; 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house cannot concur with your message respecting the mode of 
allowing payment to Joseph M’Min and James White. 

Received from the senate, a bill to appropriate certain nionies; endorsed 
* read the second time and passed," which was read the third time, amend- 
ed, passed and returned. : 

Mr. Rhea, who had leave to withdraw for amenda е А ЫШ for the 
safe keeping of the acts, records and papers of the state of Tennessee, 
returned the bill, which was read the second time, amended, passed and 
sent to the senate. . 

Received from the senate sundry petitions from Jefferson county; en- 
dorsed “read and referred to the committee of propositions and grievances,” 
which were read, referred in like manner and returned. 

A message from the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate concur with you in referring the communication of his ex- 
celleney the governor, of this day to a select committee, and name Messrs. 
M’Minn, Lewis, Tipton and Rutledge, on our part. 

Adjourned until 4 o’clock, Р.М 


Met according to adjournment. ; l j 

Received from the senate, a bill to amend an act for the promotion of 
learning in the county of "Davidson, endorsed “read the second time, 
amended and passed.” 

Ordered, that Mr, Crawford have leave of absence until Thursday next. 

Received from the senate, a bill directing the mode of qualifying petit 
jurors and constables, endorsed “ Read the third time, amended arid pass- 
ed." A bill to ascertain the lines between Blown? and Sevier counties, 
endorsed read the second time and passed.“ 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed tlie third 
time and returned. 

Mr. Johnston moved for leave and presented & bill for establishing а 
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town in Robertson county, which was read the first time, passed, and sent 
to the senate. ; 

Mr. Lewis presented a remonstrance from Andrew Jackson, which was 
read and referred to the committee of ‘claims. 

Also a petition from sundry citizens of Nashville, which was read and 
referred to the committee of propositions and grievances, 

On motion of Mr. Weakley, seconded by "Mr. Newell, 

Resolved, that no bills either of a public or a private nature be tese ed 
after Saturday next. j 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the panata 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

We herewith. send you а resolution entered into by this house, with 
which your concurrence is requested. | 

Mr. Cantrell, who had leave to withdraw for amendment the bill for the 
appropriation of certain monies therein mentioned, and for other purposes; 
returned the bill with its amendments, was received, and ordered to lie on 
the table until to-morrow. ; 

Mr. Fort, who had leave to withdraw for amendment the bill directing 
the mode of electing members of the general assembly, returned the bill, 
which with its amendments was received, and ordered to be read. 

Mr. Johnston moved, that the word “ defendant,” in the last line of the 
seventh section, be struck out, and the word “ plaintiff” inserted. This 
being objected to, the question was put, and it was carried; to which Mr. 
Rhea, in behalf of himself and others, entered the following protest, ` 

“Оп this, question § a discent ін entered, because it obliges the plaintiff 
to prove a negative.” i 

John Rhea, . Seth Lewis. 

: John Cocke,- . i : 

Mr. Rhea then proposed the following amendment to be added fo the 
fourth section: 

* And if any person shall swear falsely i in this case, on conviction there- 
of, he shall suffer the pains and penalties of wilful and corrupt perjury,” 
which was received. 

The bill was then read the second time, amended, passed and sent to 
the senate. 

Mr. Johnston, who had leave to withdraw for amendment the bill pre- 
scribing the mode of electing military officers, returned the bill, which 
was received, and ordered to lie on the table until to morrow. . 

Adjourned till to-morrow 12 o’clock, a. М. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Мг. Newel presented a petition from sundry inhabitants of Sevier county, 
which was read and referred to the committee of propositions and griev- 
ances. 

Mr. Johnson from the select committee, reported as follows : 

Your committee to whom the communication from the governor, relative 
to the lands south of the line of the treaty of Holston, claimed by grantees 

15- 
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under North ‘Carolina, was referred, do recommend the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, that it be an instruction to the senators and representatives of 
this state, in the Congress of the United States, to state-to that body, that 
it is essential to the preservation of peace, between the Indian tribes.and 
the United States, that measures be, by them, taken to relieve and quiet 
the grantees of lands under the state of North Carolina, the:possession of 
. which is guaranteed to the Indiams by treaty, which claim we wish ex- 
tinguished, and the claimants put in peaceable possession of their lands. 


THOMAS JOHNSON, Ch. 


The foregoing.report being read, was concurred with. 

A bill to amend an act for the promotion of learning in the county of 
Davidson, was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the senate. 

Adjourned until to-morrow, 10 o'clock, A. м. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 1796. 


MET according to adjournnient, 

Mr. Newel moved for leave and introduced “A bill to encourage the 
killing of wolves,” 

Which was read the first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Montgomery presented a bill appointing commissioners and trustees, 
the former to fix on a place in the county of Sumner, and the latter to pur- 
.chase it, to erect a court-house, prison and stocks, and establish a town . 
therein. i 

Which was read the first time, — and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Gass, who had leave to withdraw for amendment the bill to pre- 
clude persons of a certain description from being admitted as witnesses, 
&c. returned the bill with its amendments, which was received and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Received from the senate : 

A bill to amend an act for the promotion of learning i in Davidson county. 

Endorsed “ Read the third time, amended and passed." 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed the third 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Johnson presented а remonstrance from David Smith, which was 
read and referred to tbe conimittee of claims. 

Received from the senate : 

A bill making compensation for the members, clerks and доог. keepers 

of the general assembly, and for defraying other necessary contingencies. 

Endorsed, ** Read the first time and passed." 

: Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed the first 
time and returned. 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave, and introduced a bill for amendment of the 
law respecting public roads and ferries, 

Which was read the first time, passed and sent to the serate. 

Received from the senate, 

A bill to amend an act now in force in this state, 


- 
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Endorsed “Read the.second time, amended and passed.” 

Which was оп motion of Mr, Fort withdrawn for amendment. 

Mr. Johnson moved for leave to introduce a bill establishing & town by 
fhe name of Palmyra, 

Which was read the first time, passed. and gent to the senate, 

Received from the senate, 

A bill for establishing a town in Robertson ои: 

‘Endorsed “ Read the first:time-and-passei.” 

Mr. Lewis moved for leave, and presented a bill for the relief of -such 
Persons as have-or may suffer by the Jose of the records ‘of the court of 
equity, for the district of Mero, 

"Which ‘was read the first time, passed and -sent to the senate. 

Received from the-senate the following reports, 

Each endorsed, “:Concurred with:“ i 

Your committee to whom was referred a petition from the inhabitants 
of Davidson county, are of opinion, that the -same ‘be laid over until the 
next general assembly. JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 


Your committee to whom. was referred the petition of Charles Robert- 
son, esq. of the town of Jonesborough, having taken the same under their 
consideration, report that the same ought not to Бе allowed, for reason of 
but one signer to said petition. - JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 


Your committee to whom was referred several petitions from the inhab- ‘ 
itants-of. Jefferson county.upon several subjecta, are of opinion, that all 
Е petitions from the inhabitants of said county be laid over until the next 
general, assembly, only ‘such as respect the division of said county. 


5 ше 1 | a NEC SA и . JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 
The foregoing reports being read, the ‘two former were concurred with 


by this house, and the latter rejected: Whereupon, 
` Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate.: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We cannot concur with your message respecting - the report of the com- 
mittee of propositions and grievance, upon the petitions from the citizens 
of Jefferson county. 

A bill for amendment of the law was read the second time, amended, 
passed and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, 

A petition from sundry citizens of-Knox county, 

Endorsed, “ Read and referred to the. committee of propositions and 
grievances,” which was-read, referred in like manner and returned. 

Received from the senate the following hills: 

A hill for the relief. of auch persons as have or may suffer by the loss-of 
the records of the court of equity for the digtrict of Mero. 

A bill to enconrage the killing of wolves, . 

A bill appointing commissioners and trustees, &c. 

A hill establishing.a town by the name of Palmyra. ЯМ 

And a bill for the amendment of the law respecting public roads and fer- 
ries. 


Severally endorsed, Read the first time and passed. 
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Mr. Fort, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to ascer- 
tain what p?óperty in this state shall be taxed for the year 1797, returned 
the bill, which was, on motion, referred to a-speóial committee composed 

of Messrs. Rhea, Lewis and Outlaw. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house have referred the bill ascertaining what property ін this 
state shall be taxed for the year 1797, to a special committee composed on 
our part of Messrs. Rhea, Lewis and Outlaw, to act jointly with such of 
your body as you may name for that, purpose. 

Mr. Johnson who had leaye to withdraw for amendment the “ bill pre- 
scribing the mode of electing the military officers of this state,” returned 
the bill, which, with its amendments was foceived, read the second time, 
passed and sent to the senate. 

Adjourned till 4 o'clock, P. m 


Met according to інші 

The bill for establishing a town іп Robertson county, by the name of 
Springfield, 

Was read the second time, amended, passed iud sent to the senate. 

А message from the Senate : l t 


Mr. Speaker and. Gentlemen, 


The senate concur with you in referring “ the bill ascertaining what 
property in this state shall be taxed for the year 1797,” and name on our 
part Messrs. ‘Doherty, White and Rutledge. | : 

A bill concerning oaths, бс. was read, and on motion of Mr, Fort, was 
laid oyer until the next general assembly. 

Ordered, That the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We have added Messrs. Weakley, Conway and Johnson, to the com- 
mittee to whom is referred the bill ascertaining what property in this state 
shall be taxed for the year 1797. 

Mr. Newel moved for leave to withdraw for amendment “ A bill ascer- 
taining a line between Knox, Jefferson and Sevier. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock A. M. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 14, 1796. 


. Met according to adjournment. 

A bill establishing a town by the name of Palmyra, was read the second 
time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

A bill appointing commissioners and trustees, &c. was read the second 
time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Тһе bill to enconrage the killing of wolves, was read the second time, 
amended, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, 

The memorial of James Conner, 
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Endorsed, Read and referred to the committee of propositions and 
grievances, which was read, referred in like manner and returned. 
Mr. Montgomery presented the petition of Joshua Hadley, ` 


Which being read, was referred to the ы оғ propositions- -and 
grievances. 


Received from the senate, 

The following reports of the committee of propos tions and Rrievances, 

Each endorsed, * concurred with.’ 

Your committee to whom was referred sundry petitions. from the inhab- 
itants of Jefferson county are of opinion, that all petitions relative to siad 
county be laid over until the next general Assembly. 

JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

Your committee to whom was referred the petitions from the inbabitants 

of Sevier county, are of opinion, that the petitions relative to said county 


be laid over until the next general assembly. ^ JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 


'The foregoing reports being read, the former was. concurred with, and 
the lattér rejected ; whereupon, 


Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, | E „ GP x 


The house of representatives cannot coneur with the report of the com- 
mittee of propositions and иреет, upon the petitions from Sevier 
county. 

Mr. Newel moved for leave aud introduced, a bill to appoint commission- 


ers to fix on a place to erect a court-house, prison and mocks; l in Sevier 


county. * 
Which was read the firat time, passed and sent: to the jenate. 
Mr. Fort moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, a bill respecting 
public roads and ferries. 
Received from the senate, 


A bill prescribing the mode of electing the military officers of this state, 


Endorsed, * Read the second time, amended and passed.“ 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being bead, was amended, passed 
the third time and sent to the senate. 

Also, a bill establishing a town in Robertson county, 

Endorsed, * Read the second time and passed.’ 

Which was read the third time, amended, passed and returned. 

Likewise the following bills : 

A bill establishing a town by the name of Palmyra, 

Endorsed, * Read the second time and passed.’ 

A bill allowing writs of error in certain cases and for other purposes, 

Endorsed, * Read the second time amended and passed. 

Adjourned till 4 o'clock, P. М. 


* 


Met according to adjournment. ö 

The bill to preclude persons of a certain description from being admitted 
as witnesses, &c. was then taken up, to which Mr. Gass proposed the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

A bill ‘Imposing a fine on persons who publicly deny the being of a 
God, and a future state of rewards and punishments, who publicly denies 
the divine authority of the Old and New Testaments.’ 
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Be it enacted by the general assembly of the state of Tennessee, that 
from and after the passing of this act, if any person in this state shall 
publicly deny the being of & God, and a future state of rewards and pun- 
is hments, or shall publicly deny the divine authority of the Old and New 
Testamente, on being convicted thereof, by the testimony of two witnesses, 
shall forfeit and pay the sum of 
dollars for every such offence, fo be applied to the use of the county in 
which the offence shall have been committed ; to be recovered as an action 
of debt before any jurisdiction having cognizance thereof.’ 

The foregoing amendment being received, the question was taken on 
the passage of the amended bill which was carried: 

Whereupon the yéas and nays were called upon by Mr. Johnston and 
Mr. Gass, which stood as follows: 

For the.passage of the bill, 

Yeas. Messrs. Blair, Black, Conway, Clack, Crawford, Gass, Houston, 
Johnson, Looney, Montgomery, Newel, Outlaw, Peck, and Weakley—14. 

Nays.—Messrs. Cantrell, Cocke, Fort, Henderson; Lewis, Menefee, 
Rhea.—7. 

Mr. Lewis entered the following protest: 

То this question we enter our dissent, as we conceive the law to be an 
inferior species of persecution, which is always a violation of the law of 
nature ; and also, that it is a violation of our constitution. 

Messrs, Seth Lewis, John Cocke, William Fort, John Rhea, Sitéphen 
Cantrel, John Menefee, and Thomas Henderson. » 

_ Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock, A. м 


FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Received from the Senate the following bills : 

A bill to provide for the safe keeping of the acta and records of the 
state, 

Endorsed, * Read the second time, amended, and passed.’ 

A bill appointing commissioners to fix on a place to-ereet a court house, 
prison and atocks, in Sevier county, 

Endorsed, * Read the first time and passed.“ 

Also, a bill for changing the place of holding courts in Jefferson county, 

Endorsed, * Read the first time and passed, 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was ша the first 
time and returned. 

Mr. Weakley moved for leave and introduced a bill to regulate the sev- 
eral officers fees therein mentioned. 

Which was read the first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, . 

The bill establishing a town in Sumner county, 

Endorsed, * Read the second time, amended, and pássed. : 

The bill was then read for the third time, amended, passed, and returned. 

Mr. Lewis presented the petition of Daniel Rowan, which was read and 
referred to the committee of propositions and gríevances. 
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Mr. Fort who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill concerning 
public roads and ferries, returned the bill, 


Which was read the second time, amended, passed and sont to the. sen- 
ate. е 


Received from the. senate, the.following reports from: the committee of 


propositions and grievances, each endorsed * Concurred with.’ 

Your committee to whom was referred; the petition of Daniel. Rowan, 
are of opinion, that the. same Не. over until the. next. general assembly. 

JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

Your committee to whom. was referred & petition relative to distempered 
cattle, are of opinion that the. same. is reasonable and. that. bilt be brought 
forward for that purpose. JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

Your committee having taken under their consideration: the-memorial of 
James Conner, are of opinion that it is reasonable and that a bill for his 
rélief be brought forward. JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

:' The,foregoing reports being yead, were concurred with,» h i. 4 

. Received from the senate, the bill directing the mode of electing mem- 
bers of the general assembly, endorsed, read. the second time, amended, 
and passed.“ . 

"The bill establishing a town by the name of Palinyra, was read the third 
time, amended, passed, and sent to the senate, 


Received from the senate, the bill respecting publié roads and feres, | 


endorsed, read the second tinie, amended, and passed.“ 

A bill for the relief of such persons as have or may suffer by the losa 
of the records of the court of ‘equity for the district of Mero, was read the 
second time, amended, passed and sent to the senate. 

Adjourned till 4 o'clock, r. м. 


Met according to adjournment, 

Mr. Lewis moved for leave and introduced a bill to repeal the forty-eighth 
section of an act, passed at Edenton in the year 1741, entitled, An act 
concerning servants and slaves,’ which was read the first time, passed, and 
sent to the sénate. 

Received from the senate" tlie following. reports, endorsed, * Concurred 

with.’ 

Your committee to whom was referred the petition of Joshua Hadley, 
consider that the same is reasonable and ought to be granted, and recom- 
mend that a bill remitting fines and forfeitures with respect to lands, held 
by- non-residents of this state should be passed. 

JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

Vour committee having авав under consideration the - petition. from, the 
citizens. of Nashville, report generally in favour of the petition. 

E . JOHN. TIPTON, Ch. 

Your committee to whom was! referred the- remonstrance of David 
Smith, are of opinion. that the same be laid over until the пехі general as- 
sembly. JOHN TIPTON, Ch. 

The above reports being read, were each concurred with by this house. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock, A. M. 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Fort moved for leave and presented a bill appointing commissioners 
to contract for the building a court house, prison, and stocks, in Montgom- 
ery. county, which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Cantrell introduced a bill to regulate the discent of real estates, 
which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Black moved for leave and presented a bill to establish the town of 
Maryville, in the county of Blount, and for other purposes therein men- 
tioned, which was read the first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Outlaw moved for leave and presented the following bills : 

A bill directing the mode of petitioning the general assembly for the 
division of counties and the removal of court-houses ; 

A bill to annex part of Jefferson county to the county of Hawkins, and 

. to ascertain the lines of Jefferson county, which were received, and on 
motion withdrawn for amendment. 

Received from the senate, a bill to repeal part of the sixth section of an 
act, entitled, Ап act ascertaining what property in this Territory shall be 
deemed taxable property, passed September 30th, 1794. 

. Also—the bill regulating the several officers fees therein mentioned, 
each endorsed, ‘ read the first time and passed,’ 

Ordered, that Mr. Peck have leave to absent himself from the service of 
this house until Monday 4 o’clock, Р. М. 

Adjourned till 4 o’clock, р. М. Р 


Mr. Houston moved for leave and introduced а bill ascertaining the 
number of Attornies-General, fixing their salaries, and directing their duty 
in office, which was read the first time passed and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Fort moved for leave and presented a bill, making compensation to 
Andrew Jackson for his services as Attorney-General, for the district of 
Mero. 

Mr. Lewis moved for leave and presented a bill to amend an act estab- 
lishing a town on Cumberland river at a place called the Bluffs, near the 
French Lick, and for other purposes. 

Ordered, that these bills be read, which being read were passed the first 
time, and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, the following report of the committee of 
claims, endorsed, * concurred with.’ 

Your committee, to whom was referred the remonstrance of Andrew 
Jackson, are of opinion, that а reasonable compensation from the time of 
the organization, of the Territorial government, until the year 1790 is 
reasonable, and ought to be granted. JOHN ТІРТОМ, Ch, 

Тһе foregoing report being read, was concurred with by this house. 

Mr. Fort moved for leave and presented, * A bill to prevent the óbstruc- 
tion of the navigation of Red river; which was read the first time, pass- 
ed, and sent to the senate. 

Mr. Cocke who had leave to withdraw for amendment the bill to divide 
Hawkins county, returned the bill, which was read the second time in this 
house, amended, passed, and sent to the senate. 
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Mr. Blair moved for leave and introduced a bill to appoint commission- 


ers for regulating the town of Jonesborough, in the county of Washing- Я 


ton, superintending the building or repairing the court-house, prison, and 
stocks, which was read the first time, passed, and sent to the senate. _ 
The bill to repeal part of the sixth section of the tax law, passed in 
1794, was read, passed the first time, and returned. 
Mr. Houston moved for leave and presented а bill making provision for 
mistakes in surveys of land, which was received. 
Mr. Outlaw moved for leave and introduced the following bills: 
A bill to empower the several county courts in this state to lay a tax 
for the contingent charges of said counties.’ . 
* A bill to facilitate the navigation of the several rivers and navigable 
streams therein mentioned.’ 
* À bill making ‘allowance to Pavia Smith for cash expended in- defence 
of this state.’ 


* A bill for paying the sheriffs and other officers in this state for services 
| performed and monies expended by them for the use of the temporary gov- 


ernment for the years 1791, 2; 3, 4, алФб,” these bills were ‘severally Te- 
ceived, and on motion withdrawn for amendment. ' T 

Mr. Rhea moved for leave and: presented “А. bill giving farther time to 
register grants, deeds, and mesne conveyances, ’ which was received, and 
on motion withdrawn for amendment. 

Received from the senate ‘ A bill to provide for the payment of the sev- 
eral officers fees therein mentioned.’ 

“А bill for altering the places of holding the superior courts of law and 
equity for the district of Washington,’ each endorsed, ‘ read the first time 
and. passed. Ordered that these bills be read, which being read. were 
passed the first time in this house and returned. | 

Mr. Cantrell moved for leave and introduced “а bill to repeal ап act, еп» 


titled,’ an act to alter the mode of. punishing horse stealing, also to repeal | 


an act, entitled, an act to prevent horse steuling, which Was received, 
and оп motion withdrawn for amendment. 

Received from the Senate the following bills: 

* A bill to repeal the fourth section of an act passed at Knoxville the 29th 
day of September 1794,'entitled, an act establishing courts of law and 
for regulating the proceedings therein, and for other purposes therein 
mentioned.’ 


“А bill to repeal the forty eighth section of an act, passed at Edenton, 


in the year 1741, entitled, ‘an act concerning servants and slaves, —a bill 
to prevent the obstruction of the navigation of Red River—and a bill es- 

tablishing the town of Maryville, severally endorsed, read the first time 
and passed. | 

Mr. Newell, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to as- 
certain а line between Knox, Jefferson, and Sevier counties, returned the 
- bill amended, which was received, arid ordered to lie on the table until 
Monday. 

Adjourned till Monday. 10 o’clock, А. М. и E 
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MONDAY, APRIL 18, 1796. 


THE house met according to adjournment. 

Received from the senate tlie following bills : 

А bill making compensation to, Andrew JacEson, for his services as at- 
torney general for the district of Mero, and a bill ascertaining the number 
of attornies general, &c. each endorsed, read the first time and passed. 

Mr. Cantrell, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to re- 
peal an act directing the mode of punishing horse stealing, returned the 
bill which was read the first time and passed. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


"Fhis.house propose, that the committee. appointed tà gontract with thie 
printer, do engage him to print five hundred blank commissions for militia: 
officers, and fourteen blank commissions, to be: each filled up with the 
names of justices of the peace, in pate county, respectively, which is sent 
to you for your concurrence.: 

Received from the senate, the bill i divide Hawkins county, endorsed, 
read the second time, amended, and mec being read, was passed 
, the third time and returned. 

Received also the bill to appoint commissioners for regulating the town 
of Jonesborough, endorsed, read the first time and passed, which was, on 
motion of Mr. Rhea, withdrawn for amendment. 

The bill to establish the town of Maryville, was read the: second: time 
and passed. 

Received from the senate the following bills: 

A bill to appoint commissioners. to contract for building a court house, 
Же. in the county of Montgomery, and а bill establishing courts of pleas 
and quarter sessions, in the different counties in this state, each. endorsed, 
read the first time and passed 

Ordered, that these bills be read; which being read, were passed. the 
second time. 

Received also, a bill to amend an act establishing a town оп: Cumber- 
land river, at the place called the Bluff, endorsed, ‘ Read the first time and 
passed —which was, om motion of Mr. Lewis, withdrawn for amendment, 
Also, a bill to regulate the descent of real estates, endorsed, read the. first 
time and passed. 

A bill for allowing writs of error, &c. and a bill respecting: public roads 
and ferries, were each read the third time, amended and: passed. 

Received from the senate the following message: 


Mr.- Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate concur with your message as it respects printing the militia 
commissions, and propose that the number to be printed be encreased to. 
one thousand. 

The bill to provide for the safe keeping of the records, &c. of the state 
was then read. Mr. Cantrel proposed an amendment to the following sec- 
tion : 

‹ Бес, 10. Be it enacted, that the sum of four hundred dollars shall be 
allowed and paid yearly and every year, to the said secretary, іп compen- 


sation for liis services’ in performing the duties enjoined on Him, which 
sum shall be paid at the treasury in half yearly payments; &c.’ 


. Тһе amendment proposed was, to‘strike out the words, ‘four hundred, 


in the second line, for the purpose of inserting three hundred and fifty, 
this’ was’ negatived; whereupon: the yeas and nays were called for, and 
stood as follows: 

For the amendment proposed, Messrs. Clack, Cantrel, Black, Gass, 
Montgomery and Weakley:—6. 

Against the amendment, Messrs. Conway, Codtie; Crawford, Henderson, 
Lewis, Looney; Outlaw, Rhex, Johnston, Fort, and Newel,—11, 

Received from the senate, the bil to establish: the town of Maryville, in 
the county of Blount: 

Endorsed, * Read the second time, e and passed. Ы 

Adjourned tit 3 o'clock, p: v. 


T p 
p’ 8 ! TR 


Met according to adjournment. 

A bill to repeal the fourth section- of an act, passed at Knoxville the 
29th day of September, 1794, entitled, an act to-amend' am act, establish- 
ing courts of law, and for ора Вл proceedings therein was fene 
the first time, passed, and sent to’ the. senate. 

Received from the senate, the ЫП to-repea! an act, entitled, * ‘an act to 
alter the mode of punishing horse-stealing ; ; also’ to repeal an act, embed 
an act to prevent horse stealing.' . 

Endorsed, * Read the first. time-and passed. я 

The bill to ascertain a line between Knox, Jefferson, and Sevier coun- 
ties, was read the second time, amended, passed, and sent to. the senate. 

Mr. Fort, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, a bill to amend an 
act.now in force. іп this state, returned the bill; which was received: and 
ordered to be read, which being read was, on motion, rejected. 

Adjourned till to-morrow: 9 o'clock, a. M.. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 19, 1796. 


MET according to adjournment. 

Mr. Rhea‘ from the special committee, to. whom: was referred the: bill to 
ascertain what property in this state shall be deemed taxable, and the mode 
of collecting, accounting for, and paying public taxes;’ reported the anrdad- 
ments by them made to the bill, which: were received and д 
read. 

Mr. Cocke:offered: an amendment to the folowing séction = 

“Ве it enacted, that all lands, held by deed; grant; entry, dower or cour- 
безу.” 


The amendment proposed: was to add the following: clause to the before 


recited sectiow: * Within the line of the treaty of Holston, and to which 
the Indian claim has been extinguished thereby.“ The question was then 
put on this amendment, and the yeas and nays were on motion taken there- 
on, and stood as follows : 

For the amendment, Messrs: Cocke, Camrel, Fort, Johnston, Lewis, 
Menefee, Peck, Енев, "Hetiderson; and Weakley.—10. 
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Against the amendment, Messrs. Black, Blair, Clack, Conway, Craw- 
ford, Gass, Houston, Montgomery, Newel, and Outlaw.—10. 

The house being divided, the speaker gave the casting vote against the 
amendment. 

Mr. Qutlaw then proposed the following clause to be added to the former 
clause: * Within the limits and bounds of this state, as described by the 
constitution.’ 

The question being put on this amendment, the yeas and nays being 
called for, were as follows: | 
For the amendment.-—Messrs. Blair, Black, Clack, Conway, Crawford, 
Gass, Houston, Montgomery, Newell, Outlaw.—10. 

Against the amendment.—Messrs. Cocke, Cantrel, Fort, Henderson, 
Johnson, Lewis, Menefee, Peck, Rhea, Weakley.—10. 

The house being again divided, the speaker gave the casting vote, and 
the amendment was carried. 

Mr. Johnson proposed the following, азап additional section to the bill : 

And be it enacted, That if any person shall move and settle over the 
lines of the treaty of Holston, without the consent of the Indians, for ev- 
ery offence shall forfeit and pay to the use of the ptate, five hundred dol- 


lars, to be recovered before any jurisdiction having cognizance thereof.’ 


The foregoing being received, the question was put on the passage of 
the amended bill, which was rejected ; whereupon the yeas and nays were 
called for by Mr. Conway, and stood as follows: 

For the passage of the bill—Messrs. Blair, Black, Clack, Crawford, 
Houston, Looney, Montgomery, Newell, Outlaw. 9. 

Against the passing the bill—Messrs. Cocke, Cantrel, Fort, Gass, Hen- 
derson, Johnson, Lewis, Menefee, Peck, Rhea, Weakley.—11. 

Mr. Gass moved for leave to enter on the journal, the following reasons : 

Although I have voted for taxing the lands lying south of the line of the 
treaty of Holston, yet I could not consent to the passage of the bill with 
Mr. Johnson's amendment, which inflicts a fine of five hundred dollars оп 
persons who may move to and settle on the said lands, which I think they 
are entitled to. JOHN GASS. 

Received from the Senate, a bill ascertaining a line between Knox, Jef- 
ferson, and Sevier counties, endorsed, ‘ read the third time, amended, and 

assed.’ 
s Ordered, that this bill be read, which: being read, was passed the third 
time; and ordered to be engrossed. 

Received also, a bill to provide for the payment of the several salaries 
therein mentioned, anda bill for the relief of such persons as have or may 
suffer by the loss of the records of the court of equity for the district of 
Mero, each endorsed, * read the second time, amended and passed." 

- Ordered, that these bills be теңі, which being read, were passed, the 
fermer the first and the latter the second time. 

On motion, ordered, that the following message be sent tothe senate: ° 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, | 

This house propose a committee to estimate the ехрепсе of this session 
of assembly, and have nominated Messrs. Henderson, Johnson, Weakley, 
and Fort, to act with such gentlemen as you shall appoint, and that the 
estimate shall be made up until Saturday next inclusive, and no longer. 


= 
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The bill ascertaining the number of attornies general, fixing their sala- 
ries, &c. was read the second time, passed, and sent to the senate. 
Adjourned till 4 o 8 P. M. 


MET according to adjournment. 

Mr. Fort moved for leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill to pre- 
vent the obstruction of the navigation of Red river. 

Mr. Rhea who had leave to withdraw, for amendment the bill giving 
further tine to repister grants, deeds, and’.mesné cofveyanbes, returned 
the bill, which was read the first time, passed and sent to the senate. 


The bill to repeal an act to regulate the several officers fees therein 


mentioned, ёсе. was read the second time, amended and passed. 

Mr. Outlaw, who had leave to withdraw for amendment a bill directing 
the mode of petitioning the general assembly for the division of counties 
and the removal of court-houses, returned the bill, which was read the 
first time, passed and sent to the senate. 

A bill to repeal the forty-eighth section of an act, passed at Edenton in 
the year 1741, entitled “Ап act concerning servants and Maven Was 
read the second time, passed and sent to the senate. 

The bill to repeal an act entitled “ап act to alter the mode of punishing 
horse stealing,” Ec. was read the second time and rejected. 

A message from the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, d 


The senate have read for the third and last time, “ A bill prescribing 
the mode of electing the military officers of this state,” and have amended 
it as follows: To the 9th section they have added the following clause :— 
* Which election the senior officer present shall superintend ; arid if two 
or more of the candidates are equal and highest in votes, such two or 
more shall decide by lot who shall be the brigadier general ; And the said 
senior officer shall, under his hand, certify the same to the governor, who 
shall commission such person accordingly. 

The senate have added as the 13th and last section, the following : : “Be 
it enacted, that when vdcancies shall happén by death, resignation, or 
otherwise; in the grade of major general, the |. governor shall i issue his or- 


ders for an election, to fill up such vacancy, giving sixty days notice there- . 


of. If in the grade of brigadier-general, the major-general shall, in like 
manner issue his orders for an election. If in the grade of lieutenant- 
colonel commandant or major, the brigadier-general shall, in like manner, 
issue his orders for an election. If in the grades of captain, lieutenant, 
ensign, or cornet, the commanding officer of such regiment or corps in 
which said vacancy may happen, shall, in like manner, issue his orders to 


fill up such vacancy. And the said elections shall be held at the same. 


places, and under the same rules and restrictions that are herein before 
directed.” 

If you should agree to these amendments, you will send two of your 
members to see them made. | 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house concur with the amendments by you proposed to the bill pre- 


t 
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scribing the mode of electing military officers of this atate, and name Mr. 
Johnson and Mr. Weakley to see them inserted. 
The bill to establish the town of Maryville,.was read the-third time and 

assed. 
ў The bill to regulate the descent of real estates, was read the second time 
and passed. 

Mr. Outlaw, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, a bill to annex 
part of Jefferson county to the county сї Hawkins returned the bill, which 
was, on motion, laid over until the next general assembly. 
~ Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o'clock, A. M. 


| WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20, 1796. 


l 
| И ! 


Мей according to adjournment. 

Mr. Rhea, who had leave to withdraw for: amendment, the bill to regu- 
late the town of Jonesborough, returned the bill, which was received, read 
the second time, amended, passed, and sent to the senate. 

Received from the senate, a bill appointing commissioners to contract 
for the building a court house, prison, and stocks in Montgomery county, 
and a bill to repeal an act regulating the several officers fees therein men- 
tioned, endorsed, read the second time, amended and passed. 

Ordered, that these bills be read, which: being read were amended and 
passed the third time. 

Mr. Newell, who had leave to withdraw for amendment, the bill appoint- 
ing commissioners to. fix on а. place to erect а court house, prison and 
stocks, in Sevier county, returned the bil, which was reed the second 
time, and on motion, rejected. 

Received from the senate, a bill idirecting the made of petitioning the 
general assembly for the division of countios and removal of -court-houses, 
endorsed, ‘ Read the firat time and passed.“ 

Also, the bill giving further time to register grants, deeds, &c. endors- 
ed, read the first time and passed, which being read for the-aecond time 
in this house was returned. 

The bill directing the mode of electing the governor and members of 
the general assembly, was read the:third time, amended, passed and:sent 
to the senate. 

„The bill for the appropriation.of certain monies therein mentioned, was 
read the second time, amended.and passed, · 

Received from the:senate the.following bills: 

A:bill.ascertaining the number of attornies general, &c. 

Also, à bill for the regulation uf the town of Jonesborough, 

Each endorsed, * Read the second time, amended, and passed.’ 

The bill toamend an.act establishing a town an Cnmberland river, at a 
place called the Bluff, was read the second time, amended, and passed, 

Adjourned until 3 o'clock, Р. 1. 


Met according to adjournment. 
A message from the Senate : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
The senate have read for the third and last time, the bill to divide Haw- 
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kins and Knox counties, and have added the following -clause to.the last 
section, to wit: “ Provided, nothing herein contained, shall bè construed 
so ав to give said county of Grainger separate elections for governor and 
"memibers of the general assembly ; but the: inhabitants of said county-shall 
be entitled to suffrage in the county from whieh they were taken, until the 
first enumeration be made. If you -agree to this amendment, you will 
please send two of your members fo see it made. 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, m i m 
We concur with your proposed. amehdüient to the bill ET PUE division 
of Hawkins and Knox counties, and name Mess. Henderson xam Menefee 


to see the alterations accordingly made. ' 


Received from the senate, the bill toregulate the descent of real cere: ae 


endorsed / read the second time. and passed." 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being zead, was -passed ‘the third 
time in this house and returned. . 

Mr. Houston, who had-Jeave to withdraw for amendment, -a bill making 


provision for mistakes in surveys of lands, returned the ‘bill, which was ' 


read the first time, passed and sent to the-senate. 

Mr. Rhea moved - for leave and introduced a bill for the appointment of 
electors to elect a president and vice-president of the United States, which 

was read the first time, and sent to the senate; — 

Reeeived from the senate the following bill :—— 4A ЫП making com- 
pensation to Andrew. Jackson, for- his services as attorney- general for the 
district of Mero, which was read the second time, and on motion laid over 
until the next -general assembly. f 

Adorned until to-morrow, 90 "clock, A. M. 


THURSDAY, APRIL, 21, 1798. 
Met according to adjournment. 


"The bill ascertaining the number of attornies general, Ec. was read the | 


third time, amended and passed. 

Received from the senate, 

The bill to amend an act establishing а town on Cumberland river, at a 
place called the Bluff, endorsed read the second time and passed." ` 


Ordered, that this bill be ines which being read, was passed the third 


time and returned. : 
A message from the senate :. 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The senate have appointed Mr. Lewis.to examine .engrossed bills on - 


the part of this house, in the room of Mr. M? Min, who-has leave of absence. 

The foregoing message was read and concurred with. 

Mr. Fort who had leave to withdraw for amendment the bill to prevent 
the obstruction of the navigation of Вей river, -returned the bill, which, 
with its amendments was received; read the second time in this house, 

sed and sent to tlie senate. 

The bill for the regulation of the town-of Jonesborough, was read the 
third time, amended, passed and sent to the.senate, 


- 
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A message from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, . 

Тһе senate haveread for the third and ii time, the bill ascertaining 
the number of attornies general, &c. and have amended the same by strik- ` 
ing out the word “ forty? and inserting in lieu thereof * thirty," in the 
compensation to the said attornies, If you agree to this amendment, you 
will please send two of your members to see it made. 

Ordered, that the following message he sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

Thio house cannot concur with the amendment by you proposed, to the 
bill ascertaining the number of attornies general. 

Received from the senate, the bill giving further time to register rants, 
deeds, &c. endorsed “read the second time, amended and passed,” which 
was read the third time in this house, amended, passed and returned. 

A bill directing the mode of petitioning the general: assembly for the 
division of counties and removal of court-houses, was read the second 
time, amended and passed. 

Received also, a bill making compensation to the members, clerks and 
door-keepers of the general assembly, бс. endorsed, read the second time 
and passed. 

Which was read the second time, amended, passed and sent to the senate. 

Received also, a bill to ascertain what property in this territory shall 
be deemed taxable, &c. passed September 30, 1794. 

Endorsed, read the second time, amended and passed, 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed the second 
time. 

A bill providing for the appointment of electors to elect a President and 
Vice President of the United States, was read the second time, amended, 
passed and sent to the senate. . 

The bill making provision for mistakes in surveys of lands, was read 
the second time, and passed. 

Received from the senate, & bill for the appropriation of certain monies, . 
&c, endorsed Read the third time, amended and passed.“ 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed the third 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Adjourned till to-morrow 10 o’clock, А. М. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. 
Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house have appointed the following persons justices of the peace 
for the several counties hereafter mentioned : 

For the county of: Blount.——-Andrew Bogle, Joseph Black, William 
Davidson, Andrew Miller, William Lowry, George Ewing, William Wal- 
lace, Samuel Houston, James Greenaway, Mathew Wallace, William 
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Hamilton, John Coches, 7o Шыған ‘Thomas ы улар and John Wal: 
lace. Р 


For the county of Carter — Nathaniel Taylor, David M- Nafb⸗ Lan- 
don Carter, Andrew Greer, Zachariah Campbell, Guthridge Garland, John 
Vaught, Joseph Sands, and Reuben Thornton. 

For the county оў Davidson.——James Robertson, Jid Mulherin, 
Thomas Molloy, John Nichols, Thomas Smith, Joseph Phillips, Samuel 
Barton, James Hoggatt, Robert Hays, Elijah Robertson, and John Gordan. 

For the county of Grainger. Thomas Henderson, Elijah Chisum, 
James Blair, John Estis, Phelps Reed, Benjamin: M'Carty; James Moore, 
Johu Bowen. John Kedwelt, John | Simms, William, Thompson, and Major 

a. 

For the county of Greene.——Joseph Hardin, sen. John Wear, Elisha 
Baker, John Newman, sen. John Morris, Hugh Neilson; William Rankin, 


Joseph Lusk, Thomas Gillis, Alexander Galbreath, James Penny, Hugh : 


Brown, Ташев Hays, Mathew Cox, James Mahan, Thomas Praetor, David 
Copelane, James Anderson, Samuel Wilson, and William Wilson. 

For the county of Haulins . — George Maxwell, John Long, Nathaniel 
Henderson, William Armstrong, Joseph M?Min, Alexander Nelson, 'Thom- 
as Jackson, John Gordon, David Larkin, James Berry, Mark Mitchell, 
Thomas Lea, James Lathim, William M’Carty, James Armstrong, Benoni 
Caldwell, Absalom Looney, John Mitchell, and David Kinkead. 

For the county of Jefferson.—— George Doherty, James Roddye, Josiah, 

Jackson, Thomas Snoddy, Garret Fitzgerald, Parmenas Taylor, John 
Blackburn, Andrew Henderson, Abednigo Inman, John M’Nabb, Abraham 
M’Coy, Adam Peck, William Cox, James Wilson, William Lillard, David 
Stuart, Ebenezer Leath, Joseph M’Culla, Samuel Jack, Adam Meek, 
George Evans, James Lea, Alexander Outlaw, and John:Goore. 


For the county of Knox.——-James White, Joseph Greer, John M’Clel- ` 


lan, John Adair, George M’Nutt, John Hacket, David Campbell, John 
Menefee, Nicholas. Gibbs, John Sawyers, Samuel Doke,- James Cozby, 
Samuel Flanagan, Jeremiah Jack, and William Doke, 

For the county of Montgomerꝝ. George Bell, Robert Duning, Amos 
Bird, Morgan Brown, Robert Nelson, George Nevills, William Prince, 
Robert Prince, Haydon Wells, Timothy: Anderson, and William Mitche- 


son. 


For the county of Robertson — William Fort, Isaac Phillips, Charles 
Miles, William. Miles, Benjamin Menefee, John Phillips, Martin Duncan, 
Bazel Bowen, Hugh Henry, Zabulon Hubbard, and James Crabtree, sen. 

For the county оў Sullivan.—-—— Samuel. Smith, Johh: Anderson, Joseph 
| Wallace, John Scott, David" Perry, George Vincent, William Delany, 
William e Robert Ailison, John 25 William 5 Richard Gam- 


жаса. . 


For the county of Sumner. David Wilson, Тізеге: Donald, James 
Winchester, James Reese, Edward Douglass, William Cage, Stephen 
Cantrel, Isaac Walton, Thomas Martin, James Guin, Withral Lattimore, 
James Douglass, and David Shelby. 

For the county of Sevier,——John Clack, William Henderson, jun. Rob- 
ert Calvert, Joshua Gest, Abraham М?Сівгу, Andrew Cowen, N 
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Vanee, Robert. Pollock, Adam Wilson, James Riggin, Alexander Mont - 
gomery, Jesse Griffin, James D. Puckett, and Isam Guin. 

For the county of Washingion.—James Stuart, John Tipton, John 
Wear, John Adams, John Strain, Henry Nelson, Joseph Young Joseph 
Crouch, William Nelson, Robert Blair, John Norward, Jessee Payne, 
Isaac Depugh, Charles M’Cray, Saniuel Wood, Jacob Brown, John Alex- 
ander, John Hammer, and Joseph Britton. 

Received from the senate the following bills: 

A bill to-prevent the obstruction of.the navigation of Red River. 

A bill directing the mode of petitioning the general assembly for the 
division of counties, and the removal of court houses, 

And a bill making provision for mistakes in surveys of land, each en- 
dorsed “ Read the-second time, amended and passed:“ 

Ordered, that these bills be read, which ‘being read, were passed the 
third time. | 

Received also, а bill to repeal part of the 6th section of.an act, “entitled 
an act ascertaining'what property in this Territory shall be deemed taxa- 
ble, &c. endorsed, read the third time and passed. 

' Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was passed the third 
time and ordered to be engrossed. · р 

Against which the following dissent was entered : 

To this we enter our dissent, because we conceive the substance of it 
was contained in the bill to ascertain what property in this state shall 
be deemed taxable, and the mode of collecting, accounting for, paying pub- 
lic taxes,” which was heretofore rejected by the general assembly at this 
session-—and therefore thia bill cannot be constitutionally passed. 


Seth Lewis, Joseph Conway, 
John Rhea, Thomas анын. 
Jobn Gass. 


Received from the senate the following report, endorsed, concurred with. 

Your committee appointed to contract with the printer for the public 
printing, report, they have agreed with bim as follows : 

For every sheet of the láws containing sixteen pages, eight and one- : 
fhird cents. 

For every sheet of the journals of the 8 containing sixteen pages, 
sixteen and two-third cents. 

For every quire of commissions three dollars. 


JAMES WHITE, Ch. 


The foregoing report. being read was concurred with. 
Received from the senate the following message: 


Mr. Speaker and. Gentlemen, қ 

The senate concur with your message respecting the making up the 
estimate, во far ав to appoint a . name Messrs. White and 
Lewis, for that purpose. 
A message from the Governor : 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen of the General Assembly, 
Your session is now near а close, the safety ‘and protection of the fron- 
tiers requires your serious consideration. Tranquility, amity, and mutual 
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friendship with the neighbouring tribes, i is the principal means af. securing 
the same. . 

Permit me to. OM your honorable body of the deplorable condition 
our frontier citizens would be plunged into, should this country unhappily 

again be involved in a war with a savage nation. The calamities of the 
last, are recently in our memory, and the -spoils and ravages occasioned 
thereby, are daily presented before us. 

The rapid emigration into our state ie truly flattering ; -but a single hos- 
tility might be:the means of ‘occasioning the prospect wholly to vanish 
and cease. Many thousands have meved to our government, not many 
are wealthy, their resources. small, and their wants great; апа -were they 
reduoed to the melancholy dilemma, of entering into forts and blockhouses, 

' Iam assured their “Condition: would be. шешегі and. painfal i in the ex- 
treme. 

Let me remark.to you, гаа, and I -make BO doubt you will сөіп- 


cide with me іп opinion, that a few, years peace woull be che most legal . 


' and eligible mode to reducé our neighbouring tribe’ to reason and good or- 
der. 


The present appearances of Indian affairs have a йік colour, arid ' 


should proper methods be adopted by your legislative interposition, 80 as 
do prevent violation and encroachment, I have һо doubt but peace will 
abound throughout the gnvernment. 

One thing more, I beg leave to observe, it is well known to Jou, that 
the brave officers and privates, that composed the army, who performed the 
last campaign, are still nnpsid, from which circumstances many of our 
citizens аге much embarrassed and disappointed on the occasion. 

I have lately been advised to go forward to the war office personally, to 
state the expediency and authority that caused and produced the cam- 
paign. Now, if the present session of Congress ` should fail to make pro- 
vision for the payment, I wish to know the sense of the assembly, whether 
Lmight be permitted, or not, to go forward at the time of the next session, 
to lay the same before Congress. It will be а journey attended with 
much fatigne and expence; but nevertheless, I feel it my indispensable 
duty to give every aid and asaistance іп my power, to have the officers and 
privates duly compensated for their hazardous and toilsome services. 

I-have the honor to be, gentlemen, 
| With due respect, 
Your obedient servant, 
а AN 8 JOHN ‘SEVIER. 

On motion, ordered that the following message be:sent'to the senate : 

Mr. ‘Speaker and Gentlemen, 


We hérewith send you a message received this day from the governor, 


which. has been referred on the part of this house to a special committee 
composed of Mr. Lewia, Mr. Rhea and Mr. Menefee. 

Received from the senate, a bill providing for the appointment of elec- 
tors to elect a President and Vice President of the United’ States, endorsed 
“ Read the second time, amended and passed.” 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read, was amended -and 
passed the third time. 
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A message from the senate : 
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate concur with you in referring the communication of the 
governor to & special committee, and have named Messrs. Tipton and ais 
herty for that purpose. 

А meesage from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

Тһе senate concur with you in the appointment of the nube of the 
peace in this state, except the following : 

In the county of Greene, Samuel Dunwoody is appointed in the room of 
Joseph Lusk, and the name of James Mahan left ont of the appointment. 

In the county of Sevier, James M'Mahan is appointed in the room of 
James D. Puckett. 

A message from the Sent: E 02 | 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

This house do not concur with ‘the alterations by you made in the 
nomination of justices, except as to the name of. James Mahan.. 

Adjourned till 4 o'clock, ». М. | 

Received from the senate the following messages : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The senate propose meeting you this aftérnoon in your chamber, for 
the purpose of electing four electors of President and Vice Prenant = 
of the United States, and three attornies general. 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

The Senate propose the following gentlemen as electors of President 
and Vice President of the United States, viz, Messrs. Claiborne, Joseph 
Anderson, Joseph Greer, Griffith Rutherford, Charles M'Clnng, Hugh 
Neilson and John Anderson. 

For attorney general in the district of Washington, Messrs, Hopkins 
Lacy, John Shields and John Sevier. 

For the district of Hamilton, Messrs. Thomas Grey, John Lowrey and 
James Reese. 

For the district of Mero, Messrs. Howel Tatom and Isham Parker. 

Ordered, that the following message be sent to the senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 

We concur with your messages respectively, concerning the balloting 
for electors to elect a President and Vice President of the United States, 
and for attornies general. We have added Daniel Smith to the nomina- 
tion for electors, and have appointed Mr. Fort and Mr. Menefee to super- 
intend the balloting. 

The bill to prevent the wilful and malicious killing of any black per- 
son, or person of mixed blood, he or she being a slave, was read the third 
time and rejected. 

А message from the Senate: 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
The senate propose Messrs. Lewis and Frazier to superintend the ba l- 
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loting for КЕТ" of President and V. ice-President of the United States, 
and attornies general. 

Received from the Senate, а bill to pos for the payment of the go- 
vernor’s salary, &c. Rot РЕ. 

Endorsed “ Read the third time, Ae de and passed.” 

Ordered, that this bill be read, which being read was passed the third 
time and ordered to be engrossed. 

Both houses of the general assembly being convened in the representa- 
tives chamber, proceeded to ballot for four electors to elect a president 
and vice-president of thè United ‘States, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen : 

Daniel Smith, Joseph Greer, Hugh Neilson, and Joseph Anderson, Es- 
.quires, were duly: and constitutionally elected for that purpose. i 


, And in like manner, the following ee were appointed attornies | 


general for this state; ^? |, pod ABE 
For Washingtón distriet— Hopkins Lec. 
For Hamilton district —John Lowrey. i 
For Mero district—Howell Tatom. 


- 


Adjourned till to-morrow 9 о ‘clock, AM KK. i 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 1796. 


Met according to adjournment. | 
Mr. Rhea from the committee reported as follows : : 
Yóur committee to whom was referred the communication from the go- 


vernor, are of opinion, that an address of the following import be sent to 


him. 
SIR, ö от 8 Е 

The general assembly are, with you, fully sensible, that every atten- 
tion ought to be paid to the preservation of peace between the frontiers 
and the neighbouring Indians, and that mutual amity and intercourse 
should be preserved. It is the hope of this general assembly that no һов- 
tilities will by any of the citizens of this state be committed against the 
Indians. And should the Indians again offer violence, and commence war 
against the people of this state; the general assembly declare their con- 
fidence in the general government, that the people will be protected. 

This general assembly are of opinion, that altho’ the. payment of the 
officers and soldeirs alluded to, is of importance; yet the absence of the 
governor from the state might be attended with consequences not pleasing, 
and think that it will be the duty of the senators and. representatives from 
this state іп Congress, to whom the governor will write on that subject, to 
procure an adjustment and payment of what mony may be due on account 
of that expedition. — од 

With you we join in saying, chat peace is a most desirable object for the 


people of this state; their safety and population on it do depend. With 


you it is to take care, that the citizens of this state commit no encroach- 
ments upon the Indians; that the conditions of the treaty of Holston be 
preserved inviolate on the part of this state: And should the Indians be 


so far lost to а sense of their own good and happiness, as to commence . 
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hostilities, we have the greateat confidence that you will do those things: 
agreeably to the laws of the Union necessary for the general welfare. 
* JOHN RHEA, Ch. 
The foregoing report being read was concurred with. 
Mr. Outlaw from the committee of finance, reported the following state- 
ment of the public: funds : 


Dols. Сиз. 


The amount of monies raceived by the treasurer of ! 6380 63 
Washineton and Hamilton districts, 
By the amount of monies paid out by the above named 


treasurer, 5948 3 
Balance іп the treasury, on which the treasurer's com- 
ae SAT 542 60 
mission of five per ceut is paid, 
The amount of monies received by the treasurer of 
Mero district, ( 4900 37 5-16 
By the amount of monies paid out by the aboye named 2166 33-4 
treasurer, 
By the amount of said treasurer's commission, at five 108. 30 
per cent on the said monies paid out, ? 
For stationary allowed said treasurer, . 
ku | 
á * : Dol. 2297 33 3-4 
2603 39-16 


The above accounta settled by Howell Tatom, treasurer of Mero dis- 
trict up to March 18, 1796, as per vouchers filed іп the secretary’s office 
of this state. 

Also, by Landon Carter, treasurer of Washington and Hamilton dis- 
tricts, up to April 18, 1796. 

ALEX. OUTLAW, Ch. 

The foregoing report being read, was concurred with. 

Received from the senate, the bill making compensation to the members, 
clerks, and door-keepers of the general assembly, &c. endorsed, read the 
third time, amended and 

Upon the third and last reading of this bill, Mr. Cantrell moved, that 
the first section, wherein the compensation to the members is fixed at 
* One dollar and seventy-five cents, be amended by striking out the 
words “ seventy-five,” and inserting in lien (ћете “ filty;” this being 
objected to, the question was put thereon, arid carried in the 
Whereupon the yeas and nays were called for by Mr. Cantrell, seconded 
by Mr. Weakley, and stood as follows : 

For striking out, Messrs, Houston, Cantrell, Crawford, Lewis, Mont- 
gomery, Rhea and Weakley. 

For retaining the clause, Messrs. Clack, Conway, Cocke, Black, Blair, 
Gass, Henderson, Menefee; Newell, Johnson, Fort, Looney, Outlaw and 
Peck. 

Ordered, that the following meseage be sent to the sénafe : 

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house upon reading for the third and last time, the* bill making 
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compensation to the members, clerks; and door keepers: of the general as- 
sembly, &c.’ have struck out of the second section of the bill; and insert- 
ed the following, ‘Sec, 2: And be it enacted, that the first clerks. of the 
general assembly shall be allowed the sum of two dollars and fifty cents 
per day for their services. That one dollar and seventy-five cents be-al- 
lowed, per day, to each assistant clerk; and that the farther allowances 
be made for contingent expences, namely, to Thomas H. Williams twenty- 
two dollats—to John Sevier, jun. twelve dollars and fifty cents—to George 
Roulstone, twenty-two dollars—to Nathaniel Buckingham twelve dollars 
and fifty cents. 

This house have also added the following as an- additional section; Be 
it enacted, that Hopkins Lacey, be allowed forty dollars-for his services ав 
states attorney; for the-first superior court- held in the atate of Tennessee, 
on the second Tuesday in April, 1796, he being appointed by the court for 
that purpose, pro tempore. | 


If you agree to these amendments, you will. sand two of your members 


to ae them made. 
Received from the senate the following message : - 


The senate concur with your amendments to the bill making compenss- 


tion to the members, clerks-and.doorkegpers of. the general assembly, and 
name Messrs. Lewis den Rutledge to see them made. 


| | The bill thus amemded was 55 теңі ‘the third time, passed, ны ordered 
o be engrossed. . ; 
A message from the Senate : 


Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, 


The senate berewith send you a —: which they. һауе entered 
into, with which they request your concurrence. 


Resolved, that George Roulstone, public printer, shall, within. two 


mohths after the receipt of the copies of the acts and journals at his of 
fice, print five hundred copies of the acte, and one hundred copies of the 
journals of this general assembly, to bé distributed as follows : One copy 
of the acts and journals to his Excellency the Governor; one copy to the 
secretary of State ; one copy to each of the members of this state in Con- 
grese; one copy to each of the members of the general assembly; one 
сору to each of the clerks of both houses, one copy to each ol the judges 
of the superior courts ; one copy to the attorney general of each district ; 
one copy to each of the clerks of the superior courts of law, and court of 
equity, and county courts ; one copy to the major general; опе copy to the 
brigadier general of each ‘district. 

Also, one copy of the acts to the following persons, to wit : One copy to 
each justice of the peace in this state; one сору to each field officer of 
the militia ; and one copy to each commanding officer of each company.— 
And the overplus, if any, the said printer is direeted to lodge in the office 
of the secretary of state, for the use of the state. 

And the printer is hereby directed to transmit the acts and journals for 


` each county for the eivil department, to the clerk of each county, who is 


directed to receipt for the same, and deliver them agreeably to this те- 
solve ; and those for the militia, to the commanding officer of each county, 
who is also directed to receipt for the same, and deliver them. agreeably 
3o this resolve. 


% 
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The foregoing message, with the resolutions accompanying it were 
read and concurred with. 

Ordered, that the following message be bent to the senate : 

Mr. "Speaker and Gentlemen, f 

The house agree to strike out the names of those justices of the peace 
concerning whom a dissension has arisen, to wit: M'Mahan, Puckett, 
Lusk, and Dunwoody. 

A message from the senate: 

Mr. Speaker and Genilemen, · 

The senate propose to add the name of Benjamin MN utt to the nomi- 
nation of magistrates in the county of Greene. They concur in leaving 
out of the appointment the names of Mahan, Puckett, Lusk and Dun- 
woody. 

Sent to the senate the following messages : 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 


This house cannot concur with- you in appointing Benjamin: M'Nutt a 
justice of the peace. 

We herewith send you a report of the special committee, appointed to 
report on the communication of the governor, réspetting the practicability 
of opening a waggon road, by way of the warm springs, through.the 
mountains. It is the sense of this house, that the governor of this state 
be instructed to inform the governor of South ‘Carolina, that this: govern- 
ment will proceed to make the necessary arrangements for the completion 
of this object, as soon as the public funds will admit: 

A message from the senate :, 


Mr, Speaker and Gentlemen, 


The business of the session being ended, the senate a ee 
sine die. 
Ordered, That the following message be sent to the — - 


Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen, 
We concur with your message proposing an adjournment, 
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ESTIMATE of the pay of the members, clerks, and door keepers of the gen- 
eral assembly, begun and held at Knoxville, on the 28th dey of March, 
1796. 


E 
'S 
l 8 
“NAMES: o 
2. А 
: > 
Alexander Kelly, : 25 | $1 75 
James Houston, 175 175 
Joseph Black, 1 75 
Joel Lewis, 1-75 
Robert Weakley, 1 75 
Seth Lewis, |, | 175 
Samuel Frazier, PE 
Joseph Conway, 1 "75 
John Gass, ат. 
Joseph M'Min, 1 75. 
Thomas Henderson, 1 75 
John Cocke, 1 "75 
George Doherty, 1 75 
Alexander Outlaw, 1 75 
Adam Peck, 175 
James White, 1 75. 
John Menefee, 1 75 
John Crawford, 1 75 
George Rutledge, 1 75 
John Rhea, 1 75 
David Looney, 1 75 
James Winchester, 1 75. 
Stephen Cantrel, 1 75. 
William Monigonergs 1 "75 
John Clack, 1 75 
Spencer Clack, 1 75 
Samuel Newel, 1 75 
James Ford, 3 115 
Thomas Johnson, 1 75 
William Fort, 175 
John Tipton, 1.75 
James Stuart, 1 75 
John Blair, 1 75 


Francis A. Ramsey, clerk 
to the senate, 
George Roulstone, do, 


5t 


Nathaniel Buckingham, 


assistant clerk to do, 27 1 75 47 95 
Allowance to George Roul- |. т 
stone for contingencies, 22 


Allowance to Nathaniel 
. Buckingham for contin- 


gencies, 12 50 
Thomas H. Williams, 

clerk house of represen- |” - 

tatives, 27 2 50 67 50 
Contingencies. 22 
John Sevier, jun, assistant 

clerk, 27 1 75 47 45 
Contingencies, А 12 50. 
Thomas Bounds, ` doar- 

keeper to the senate, 27 1 75 47 95 


J. Rhee, door-keéper ta 
the house of represen- , g 
tatives, 27 1 75. 47 45 


Resolved, that the thanks of this house be presented to James Stuart, 
esquire, for his faithful and unwearied attention in the execution of the 
duties of Speaker thereof. 


The house thes adjourned sine die. 
l JAMES STUART, S. H. R. 


Ву order of the House, 
Tuo. H. WILLIAMS, C. H. R. 


